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A Second Ex TRACT. 


be AT the Reader may have a more di- 
ftinét view of this curious and important 
piece, we fhall begin our Journal for this 
Month with the Remarks on Dr. Clarke’s Expo- 
fition, &c, having had room for little more than 
the Introduction at the conclufion of our laft 
Journal. 


FEBRUARY 1730, F Dr. 
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$2 The Prefent State of — Art. 6. 


Dr. Clarke Cin his * Expofition) fay the Re~ 
marks, treats profefledly of the Objec¥ of Prayer, 
and exprefsly limits it to the Farber, taking no 
notice at all of the Sov and H. Ghof. 


Afterwards the Doétor ¢ obferves, that the 
fupreme Power and Perfections of God, are juft 
and unexceptionable reafons for praying to him ; 
plainly intimating, That praying to any object, 
not vefted with fupreme Power and Perfections, 
is exceptionable : And it is well known, that the 
Doétor does not-afcribe /upreme Power and Per- 
fettions to the Son and H. Ghoft. 


Again ; {peaking || of the form of Baptifm, 
he interprets it of dedicating ourfelves to the 
fervice and worfbip of the Father ; but to the 
obedience and 7zimitation only of Chrift ; and to 
the direction and guidance of the H. Spirit: by 
that diftinction, denying the duty of wor/bip 
to the Son and H. Ghoft. | 


This interpretation of the above paflages of 
the Doctor, the Remarks confirm, by compa- 
ring them with other pafflages in his other wri- 
tings ; fhewing, as he goes along, that all the 
Arian objections again{t the worfhip of the Son 
and H. Ghoft, are groundlefs : Nay, that even 
Avians, and Soctnians themfelves, of late, have 
been afraid (tho’ their principles requir’d it) 
to deny the Son and H. Ghoft that adoration, 
which the Scriptures fo exprefsly command, 
which the firft Chriftians and Martyrs, which 


* Pag. 230. + Pag, 233. 
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the holy Apoftles themfelves, paid. Nay, far- 
ther ; that they were fo far trom looking upon 
this article as a matter of afele/s /peculation, 
that the Racevian Catechifm itfelf does not al- 
low. thofe to be Chriftians, who deny the Ado- 
ration, and Invocation of Chrift. 


I fhall not confine myfelf exactly to the me- 
thod, which the Remarks obferve ; but proceed 
to the divine Nature and Attributes of the Son 
and H. Ghoft, which Dr. Clarke (in his Expo- 
fition of the Creed) has explain’d away. 

God the Father, {ays the Doétor, denotes, that 
God is the original author or giver of Life to ak 
the intelligent beings in the Univerfe: By which 
muft be underftood, tho’ the Author of the Re- 
marks is unwilling to fufpect it, that the Son and 
H. Spirit have not life in themfelves, but a de- 
peudent exiftence which they received from the 
Father, in the fame manner as other intedligent 
beings did. This interpretation is agreeable to 
the Doctor’s principles, to his notion of the 
feif-exifience and neceffary exiftence of the Fa- 
ther, which firft led the Doctor into Ari- 
anim. 

Indeed, the words are not capable of any o- 
ther fenfe, unlefs the Son and H. Ghoft had 
been exprefsly excepted. God the Father is the 
original author of all intelligent beings : We know 
in what fenfe he is the original author of 2// 
otber intelligent beings, befides his Son and H. 
Spirit ; that is, that they are his creatures: The 
Son and Holy Ghoft are not excepted by the 
Doétor, but included among the ref of intelli- 
gent beings; they are therefore equally crea- 
tures, deriving their exiftence from the arbi- 
trary will of the Father. And this Arian fenfe, 
F2 the 
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84 The Prefent State of Art. 6, 


the Doétor fays, is the fenfe principally intend- 
ed by the Church, in this Article. We know 
very well, that this is the opinion of the Ari- 
ans ; but furely the Doétor ought not to have 
reprefented this as the opinion of the Church of 
England. 


The title of Almighty, afcribed to the Father 
in the Creed, the Expofition underftands of /u- 
preme dominion, and abjolute fovereiguty ; not 
only over creatures, but over the Sou himfelf, in 
his higheft capacity ; ** That Sovereignty, by 
“¢ which he, who is King of Kings, and Lord 
© of Lords, in whom it pleafed the Father that 
€¢ all fulnefs fhould dwell, even the fulnefs of 
“© the Godhead bodily, was fent forth, €%. 
This the Remarks fhew to be a novel, unfcripe 
tural, and {trained fenfe of the Creed: As alfo, 
that the Doctor has not affigned the true rea- 
fons why Chrift is called the only Son of God, 
and our Lord; dropping his eternal Generation, 
and the eternal Dominion and Dignity which he 
had autecedent to the Redemption, and Creation 
of the world, which is principally to be under- 
ftood by the Article. 


There are many other incidental obfervati- 
ons upon thefe two effential heads, viz. the 
Divinity and Worfbip of the Son, €&c. But I 
have pointed out the moft material ones, and 
fuch as will fufficiently fhew the neceflicy of 
guarding the unwary Reader againft thofe dan- 
gerous opinions, which the Expofitor has fo arte 
fully infinuated. 

I fhall take notice of three other general 
heads of accufation, which the Remarks bring 
againft the Author of the Expofition 5 viz. up- 
on 
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on Creeds, the Satisfattion, and pofitive Inftitu- 
tions. 


What he has obferv’d upon the Expojitor, re- 
lating to Creeds, comes under thefe two par- 
ticulars : 


17, That the fundamentals of our faith ought 
to be fo plain and evident, that an honeft and 
careful mind, tho’ of mean capacity, can be in 
no danger of miftaking them. 

2d/y, That Creeds ought to be very fhort. 


Upon the firft of thefe pofitions, the Author 
of the Remarks obferves, that Dez/?s, and even 
Atheifis, may make the fame ufe of it againft 
Revelation, and natural Religion, which Aunti- 
trinitarians make againft thofe Creeds which 
are contained in our Liturgy ; becaufe the evi- 
dence for the truth of Revelation and Mora- 
ity, are not fo plain to ignorant and weak 
people, but that they may be, and actually have 
been, fo puzzled and obfcur’d, as to confound 
them ; and the confequence will be, that the 
belief of thofe truths cannot be neceffary to 
Salvation: So naturally does the reafoning of 
thefe men lead to Jufidelity ; and fo naturally 
are they led into that fort of reafoning, thro’ a 
fondnefs for their own opinions, which muft be 
fupported at all adventures. 


With regard to the jhortne/s of Creeds, the 
Remarks obferve, That this pofition is inconfi- 
{tent with the former one, concerning the ne- 
ceflary plainne/s of Fundamentals ; becaufe the 
more explicit any Creed is, the platner it is ; 
and the Jvorter, the more ob/cure, and liable to 
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be 
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miftaken. Afterwards, the Remarks profef- 


fedly ftate the true notion of Fundamentals. 


What the Author of the Remarks objects a- 


gainft the Expofition, concerning the Satisfa- 
ction, being very thort ; I fhall cite his own 
words, which are as follow. 
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‘© The fum of his account of the high and 


great atonement, iss ‘That Chrift was himfelf 
without fpot, and finlefs; and therefore his 
voluntary offering of himfelf, was acceptable 
to God, and efficacious to procure pardon. to 
Penitents. Now, fuppofing Chrift to be a 
Creature only ; it is not conceivable how he 
could have fuch a degree of merit, by any 
thing he could do or fuffer, as thereby to 
purchafe /a/vation for a whole world of Sin- 
ners. Cana Creature have any merit at all 
with God ? Or could he modeftly prefume fo 
far upon it, as to offer himfelf a /atésfaction 
to divine juftice for finful men? As to his 
being finle/s, it was his bounden duty to be 
fo ; for, every creature, for his own fake, is 
ftri¢tly obliged to abftain from fin. <As to 
his making himfelf a voluntary offerzug ; how 
could he refufe what God had appointed, and 
theretore commanded ? It could be voluntary 
only, as chearfully obeying what was laid up- 
on him, and what he could not without fin 
decline. Befides, that fince the reward for 
this fervice feems to be exceeding high, and 
extraordinary, in as much as he was to be 
preferr’d betore Angels and Archangels, be- 
fore all other creatures whatever, and even 
to be ador’d and worfhipp’d by them all for 
doing it; it feems, that his fubmitting to 
fome light and fhort affiiétions, could have 
© in 
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no fuch exceeding merit in it, as over and 
above his own rewards, to purchaie alfo re- 
wards for a whole fintul world. But the 
Author of the Expofition * cbferves, and in- 
fifts upon it, that the method wherein, and 
the terms upon which God will extend his 
mercy and compaffion towards Sinners, this 
depends entirely upon the good pleafure and 
wifdom of God. Which is as much as to 
fay, That God has appointed, and has ac- 
cepted of this method of Salvation by Fe/us 
But that this method Cfo underftood) 
carries any proper /atisfactiou, merit, or atone- 
ment in it, appears not. Ic is admitting in- 
deed the wame of fatistaction, but denying 
the thing. The queftion is not, what God 


‘ might do, in the right of his abfolute Sove- 
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reignty, as to pardoning of Sinners ; neither 
is it about what Infinite wifdom might have 
— outs as to any other methods of do- 
: But the queftion is, whether, when 
Got nae pitch’d upon a method of Expiation, 
which (according to Scripture accounts) does 
carry real merit and /atisfacizon in it ; it may 
be right fo to underftand and interpret that 
method, as to take from it the very founda- 
tion upon which the true notion of /atis{ae 


“° (tion or merit is built? It is very eafy to fay, 


Ge 


that God has accepted, and is fatisty’d ; for 


* the fame perfons would fay, that God might 
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be appeas’d or fatisfy’d without any Offer/ng 
for fin at all, if he fo pleafed: But the Scrip- 
tures feem to lay a particular ftrefs and e:a- 
“* phafis upon the Propitiation made by the 
Blood of Chrift, as if there were fom> in- 


* Pag. 300. si ii 
PF 4 * trinfic’< 





















































































83 The Prefent State of — Art. 6. 


© trinfick merzt, both read and great, in it ; 


© which is what wants to be accounted for, 


*¢ upon the principles of the Expofition. 


But leaving this matter, I proceed to fome 
things, of which the Author has treated more 
directly, upon the fubject of the Eucharif. 


Upon thefe words of the Catechifm, (rela- 
ting to our worthy receiving the Lord’s Sup- 
per,) “* The ftrengthening and refrefhing of 
“ our fouls by the body and blood of Chrift, 
** as our bodies are by the bread and wine ; 
the Expofition comments thus: As impenitency 
as the death, and fins are the difeafes of the foul; 
fo a habit of virtue is its health and life, and 
religious atts are its food and unourifbment. Up- 
on which the Remarks obferve, that the Expo- 
fition is true in a certain fenfe, but not well 
fitted to the prefent purpofe ; the Catechifm 
{peaking here, not of the efficacy of habits of 
virtue to falvation, but of the force and power 
of the great atonement : wherefore, that the Ex- 
pofitor fhould rather have faid thus: ** As the 
“* being excluded from having a part in the me- 
“* rits of Chrift’s paffion is the death, and the 
“neglect of the means of grace is the difeafe 
of the foul; fo the participating of the me- 
“ tits of Chrift’s paffion is its health and life, 
“* and the ufe of the proper means is its food 
“and uourifoment ; of which means, worthy re- 
ceiving the Lord’s Supper, is the moft effectual 
and direct of any. It fuppofes moral virtue, 
and goes beyond it ; uniting us to Chrift, and 
to God, which moral virtue alone can never do ; 
the Scripture frequently declaring, that it is by 
Srace, and not by works, that we are faved. 
Upon 
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Upon this head, the Remarks obferve farther, 
that the Author of the Expofition juftly con- 
demns thofe, who think that at the receiving of 
the Sacrament their fins are in courfe pardon d, 
to the commiffion of which they return regularly 
again ; but that fomething fhould have been ad- 
ded about the rea/ remiflion of fins to the wor- 
thy receivers, tho’ they may incur the difplea- 
fure of God afrefh, by fubfequent fins. 

Again ; The Author alfo juttiy condemns the 
unintelligible notion of a certain Grace or Virtue, 
annex’d to the material Elements, or to the mere 
external participation of them, rather after the 
nature of a charm, than of a religious attion : 
But then fomething fhould have been inferted, 
by way of caution againft the other equally dan- 
gerov> extreme, to fignify, that when the Re- 
cipient is-fitly qualified by proper difpofitions 
of mind, there is a /ife-giving virtue annex’d 
to the Sacrament, which cannot be obtained 
without it. Commendable care is taken to re- 
commend virtuous difpofitions, as proper quali- 
fications ; but then he feems to have been too 
{paring in fetting forth the /piritual advantages 
coming down from above, thro’ this channel of 
grace and pardon ; as if they were all to be ac- 
counted for in a watural way, by means of the 
Sacrament : whereas the Sacraments are additi- 
onal improvements upon virtuous practices, and 
of more immediate efficacy towards Chriftian 
perfection, and Chriftian falvation. 


The true ftate of the cafe between moral 
virtues, and pofitive inftitutious, when compared 
togetber, the Remarks have excellently ftated in 
a few words. 

“ The 
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“* The Jove of God, fays the * Author, is the 


“ firft and great Commandment: And obedi- 
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ence to his pofitive inftitutions, is an exerci/e 
of that love ; and it is fometimes the noble? 
and bef? exercife of it, fhewing the greater 
affection, and prompter refignation to the 
divine will. He is a proud and a fawcy fer- 
vant, that will mever obey his mafter, but 
where he fees the rea/ou of the command. It 
is reafon enough for obeying, to every mo- 
deft and humble fervant, that his Lord, fo 
much wifer than he, and to whom he owes 
all his fervice, has commanded it. On this 
account there may be, in fome cafes, greater 
excellency, and more real virtue, in obeying 
pofitive precepts, than in any moral virtue. 
In fhort, if the Jove of God be moral virtue, 
fuch obedience, being an at of Jove, is an 
aét of moral virtue ; and then there is no 
ground for the diftinétion : But if there muft 
be a diftin¢étion made, then let one be called 
moral virtue, and the other Chbrifizan perfe- 
tion ; and let any man judge which fhould 
have the preference. Indeed, they fhould not 
be oppoted, fince both are neceffary, and are 
perfective of each other. But if they muft 
be oppofed and compar’d, I fay, oral virtue 
is but the handmaid leading to the door of 
Salvation, which the w/e of the Sacraments 
at length opens, and lets us in.” 


I fhall end this Article with another Citation 


from the Remarks ; not only becaufe it is full 


of 


excellent fenie, and breathes a fpirit of true 


Chri- 
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Chriftian piety, but becaufe it pays that regard 
to the memory of Dr. Clarke, which every ho- 
neft mind will readily own to be due to a Gen- 
tleman of his abilities and exemplary life, tho’ 
he had the misfortune to be miftaken in fome 
important points of Religion. 
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*¢ T have now (fays the * Author of the Re- 
marks) run through the moft exceptionable 
parts of the Expofition, fuch as appear’d to 
me of greateft moment: And the Reader 
will obferve, that they all relate to points of 
Faith, Worfhip, or pure Theology. I have 
no fault to find with the Author’s morality, 
which is excellent ; and I could heartily wifh 
that his profefs’d followers in other matters 
where he differs from us, would at leaft fol- 
low him in that which both he and we e- 
qually agree in, I muft do him the juftice 
to fay, that he appears to have been fincerely 
well-affecéted to virtue and Chriftian mora- 
lity : which is more than can be faid of ma- 
ny others, who yet make a great ftir about 
morality, crying it up in oppofition to faith ; 
not with any real defign to advance either, 
but infidioufly to undermine and deftroy 
both. For, after all the pretended averfion 
of fuch men to the Chriftian myfteries, it is 
not to be doubted but that they have a much 
greater averfion to Chriftian practice. They 
run greedily in with any new fchemes of be- 
lief, not as containing true Religion, but as 
carrying /e/s Religion in them, and approach- 
ing nearer to Irreligion. For they judge ve- 
ry right fo far, that lopping off the main 
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branches firft, is a great point gained, and 
will make it eafy afterwards to ftrike at the 


- root. In the mean while, they can be con- 


tent, for decency fake, to cry up vértue and 
morality, fo long as inroads are making up- 
on faith, and Scripture is thereby ftruck at; 
which, as they very well know, is the only 
fure and folid foundation both of Faith and 
Morality. If Scripture is once depreciated, 
and funk in efteem, what will become of 
our Morality ? Natural Re/igion, as it is cal- 
led, will foon be what every man pleafes, 
and will fhew itfelf in little elfe but natural 
depravity: For, fuppofing the rules of Mo- 
rality to be ever fo juftly drawn out, and 
work’d up into a regular fyftem, yet as there 
will be no certain Sanctions ( Scripture once 
removed) to bind it on the Confcience, no 
clear account of Heaven or Hell, or future 
Judgment to inforce it, we may eafily ima- 
gine how precarious a bottom Morality will 
{tand upon. 

‘* The refult then is, that Chriftian morality 
is the only one that will in all points anfwer ; 
and this muft be fupported by preferving the 
juft authority of the Chriftian Jaw : And this 


‘can no otherwife be kept up, but by main- 


taining the veneration due to facred Writ, 
both as to matters of faith and practice. If 
we weaken its authority in refpect of either, 
we do it in both, and endanger the whole. 
There is therefore no effe€tual way of repair- 
ing the breaches already made, but by re- 
turning to our old and well-try’d principles, 
and there making our ftand. If we once 
yield to go farther than is reafonable, or 
warrantable, in the fubverfive way, there is 
4 no 
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<* no knowing where or when to ftop. All 
<* beyond that, is wandering in uncertainty, 
«¢ and fteering without mark, or compafs. The 
“* firft Reformers, here and abroad, proceeded 
<* like wife men, reducing Religion (as near 
“© as could well be) to its pure and primitive 
<¢ ftate: They went by rade, and fo knew when 
‘* they had done enough. ‘There is an abfo- 
“*-lute neceflity of fixing a certain rule, to pre- 
<* vent the endlefs excurfions of flight and 
‘< fancy. That rule is Scrépture, but taking 
‘¢ Antiquity along with it, as the beft Com- 
‘¢ ment upon it. It was wife and excellent 
*¢ advice, given in one of our Canons in the 
‘“¢ reign of Queen Elizabeth, in the year 1571: 
‘© That the Clergy fhould teach nothing from the 
<* pulpit, as being of religious obligation to the 
“© people to believe, but what should be confonant 
** to the doctrine of the Old or New Teftament, 
“< and what the Catholick Fathers aud ancient 
** Bifhops bad collected or concluded from thence. 
** How would both truth and Jearning flourifh, 
** were but this rule carefully obferved ? Men 
** that know little of the Fathers, will of courfe 
** fpeak with contempt of them. ‘They were 
“* men, “tis true; but they were withal great 
and good men: A character which thofe will 
“© never arrive to, who prefume to flout or de- 
“* fpife them. 

‘* But to proceed. The rule J have alrea- 
‘* dy mention’d : There ought we to abide, 
‘‘ and there to fix our firm footing. Every 
** departure from it, will be a departure, fo 
‘¢ far, from truth and fobriety ; which if car- 
“* tied on but a little way, will do mifchief, but 
** if purfued to the utmoft (as it is natural for 
“* a fpirit of error to be reftlefs)) can end in 
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nothing elfe but the moft deplorable con- 
fufion. 

‘¢ I doubt not, but thofe who firft began to 
divide upon the article of the Zriuity, might 
have truth and godlinefs at heart, Cas they 
underftood them,) and might defign well, 
not aware of the wild diftra¢tions they were 
bringing us into. And tho’ they have fome 
of them liv’d to fee and obferve the deluge 
of Infidelity flowing in upon us, it is pro- 
bable that even that will not convince them 
of the falfe ftep made at the beginning, to 
which the reft has been owing: So natural 
is it for moft of us to be fond of our own 


{chemes, and blind to our fat/ings. But cer- 


tainly, indifferent ftanders-by may eafily now 
fee what fhould have been done at firft, and 
what fhould never have been attempted. It 
is plain enough that Arzani/m is but the dupe 
to Dei/m, as Deifm again is to Athei/m, or 
Popery: Time will fhew which ; unlefs we 
can yet be wife enough to retreat. 

‘¢ T fhall only add, that we have (God be 
thanked ) ftill an excellent Church, puré 
and primitive ; and by conforming to it, are 
in as fafe a way to Salvation as were the an- 


‘ cient Martyrs, or other Chriftians of the beft 


and pureft times. Happy might it be for us 
could we but forbear tampering, and be con- 
tent when we are well. Reformation is 
good, when reformation is wanting : But to 
be always reforming, is no reforming at all: 
It is behaving as children toffed to and fro 
with every wind of dodtrine. All Errors of 
any moment have been purged off long ago, 
by the care of our Reformers ; and why then 
are we ftill reforming ? Phyfick may be pro- 
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‘¢ per at certain feafons: But to pretend to 
‘© jive conftantly upon it, inftead of food, is a 
“* certain way to impair, and in a little time 
‘* to deftroy the beft and foundeft Conftitution 
“* in the world.” 
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ARTICLE VIL 
Tv EPISTLES to Mr. Popg, 


concerning the Auruors of the Age. 
Printed for L. Gilltver, in Fleetftreet. 
1730. 


ue Poetical talents are, in themfelves, lau- 

dable and excellent. There is a difpofi- 
tion in human nature to be delighted, and 
influenc’d by the harmony of numbers, the mu- 
fick of rhyme, and thofe agreeable images, by 
which the Poets illuftrate, adorn, and enforce 
their fentiments. Of what confequence then 
muft it be to the intereft of virtue, and good 


fenfe, that thefe advantages fhould be rightly 
employ’d? And what encouragement do thole 
Authors deferve, who are not tempted by the 
depraved tafte of the age, and mifplaced ap- 
plaufe, to give falfe colourings to things, to kin- 
dle loofe defires, and promote the fafhionable 


caufe of propbanene/s and émmorality. 
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The Author of thefe Epi/i/es is certainly pof- 
fefs’d of a truly poetical genius, which he di- 
rects to the nobleft purpofe ; the real improve- 

ment of mankind. He fometimes ftudies to 
pleafe ; but his principal aim feems to be, to in- 
firuét. Indeed, he does often pleafe his Reader 
with difplays of his wit and rich imagination ; but 
he feems beft pleafed with bim/elf, when he di- 
ctates a manly, well-weigh’d fentiment, that 
may correct the judgment, and mend the beart. 
It may not be unacceptable, to feleét fome par- 
nt ticular paffares, that will give a tafte of this 
ty Author’s genius and defign. 


i 
) 
h 
it The firft Epifile is a fatyrical defcription of 
i the Authors of the Age, their writings, and their 
Ht motives. He begins with an imitation of his 
| mafter ‘Fuvenal ; and the Copy is by no means 
| inferior to the Orzgznal. 


iy | Semper ego auditor tantum ¢ nunquanme reponam 
tah Vexatus toties? &c. 


Thus the Roman poet. 


But our countryman expreffes a much warmer 
indignation : 





He O Pope, I burft; nor can, nor will refrain ; 





q Pll write ; let others in their turn complain : 

! i Truce, truce ye Vandals ! my tormented Ear 

Lefs dreads a Pillory, than Pamphleteer ; 

He I’ve heard myfelf to death : and plagu’d each 

Hal | { hour, 
i Sha’n’t Ireturn the Veng’ance in my pow’r ? 


After 
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After a long detail of the various forts of 
odd people, who write without talents, and up- 
on ignoble motives, efpecially fuch as write 
(as this Author exprefles it) trom the impulfe 
of their Jelly, not their bratus ; we have thefe 
two uncommon and {furprizing, but very apr, 
‘fimilies + 


For’ Bankrupts write, when ruin’d Sbops are 
| fhur 
a 3 


As Maggots crawl from out a pela Nutt. 
His Hammer This, and That his Trowel quits, 


And wanting fenfe for Tradefmen, ferve for 
[ Wits. 
By thriving Men fubfifts each other Trade ; 
Of ev’ry Droken Craft a Writer’s made : 
Thus his material, Paper, takes its birth 
From tatter’d rags of all the ftuff on Earth. 


But the ftrange mixture of modern Authors 
is ftrongly reprefented under the tollowing beau- 
tiful, but fevere comparifon. 


As when the Trumpet founds, th’ o’erloaded 
| State 
Difcharges all her poor, and profligate ; 
Crimes of all kinds difhonour’d weapons wield, 
And Prifows pour their filth into the Field : 
Thus Nature’s refufe, and the dregs of Men, 
Compofe the black Militia of the Pen. 
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Very ftrong are thefe Lines, addrefs’d upon 
this occafion to his Country. 


Hail, fruitful Ifle ! 
Thee well a Land of Liberty we name, 
Where all are free to Scandal, and to Shame: 


Thy Sons, by Print, may fet their Hearts at 
[ eafe, 


And be Mankind’s Contempt, whene’re they 
[ pleafe. 


But the following Lines are a Compliment to 
Mr. Pope, finely infinuated ; and at the fame 
time, the fharpeft Satyr upon the troop of minor 
Poets, who fo rafhly engaged in a rebellion 
againft their immortal Chief 


Fame is a publick Miftrefs’ none enjoys, 
But more or lefs his Réval’s peace deftroys. 
With Fame, in juft proportion, Exvy grows ; 
The Man that makes a Character, makes Foes. 
Slight, peevifh Infects round a Genius rife, 
As a bright Day awakes the world of Flies ; 
With hearty malice, and with feeble wing, 


(To fhew’ they Live,) they flutter, and they 
[ fting. 


When I read fome of this Author’s Lines, I 
cannot help thinking of the Character of the 
celebrated Lord Dor/et ; that he was the beff- 
natird Mary with the worft-naturd Mufe. But 
he 
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he has given us an handfome and juft apology 
for the feeming ill-nature of his verfe : 


Treat them, ye Judges ! with an Love? Scorn, 
And weed the Cock/e from the gen’rous Cori ° 


There’s true good-nature in your difrefpeét ; 
In juftice to the good, the bad negleé#. 


As it is the intention of this Epiftle to expofe 
bad writers of every kind, and of the folowing 
one to give fome precepts for writing and living 
well ; the Author could not avoid repeating 
what had been faid before : But the manner of 
doing this, alters the property, by the wit and 
{fpirit, the uncommon and beautiful turn 
which runs thro’ them. The former Epi/t/e may 
be thought to have more of the bridiant ; but 
the latter, I think, is the fiver compofition, as 
it abounds with more elevated fentiments, ex. 
prefs’d in a language and ftyle truly fublime. 


Serious fhould be an Author’s final Views ; 
’Who write for mere Amufement, ne’re amufe. 


An Author ! ’tis a venerable Name! 

How few deferve it ; and what xwmbers claim ! 
Senfe may be good, yet not deferve the prefs ; 
Who write, an awfus Character profefs. 

The World as Pupil of their Wifdom claim ; 
And, for their Stipend, an zamortal Fame. 
Nothing but what is folid and refin’d, 
Shou’d dare’ ask publick Audience of Mankind. 
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An Image this! that opens a vaft, but dreadful 
profpect ; and at the fame time that it fires a 
generous mind with an ambition to acquire fo 
glorious a Title, it muft make him tremble at 
che danger attending fo difficult an undertaking. 
Like Shake/pear’s defcription of Dover-Clift ; if 
the Reader has not either a very ftrong head, 


or elfe no head at all, it will make him giddy. 


Probity and Senfe, this Poet calls the Patent, 
without which no man can have a proper au- 
thority for writing, or a capacity to write 
well. , 


In all that charms, or ftrongly moves, the 
[ Heart 


Muft aid the Head, and bear the greater part. 


Can Zbey, tho’ tongu’d as Angels {weet, per- 
fuade 


The Soul to-day, who yefterday betray’d ? 
Wit in a Kuave, my Brethren ! is no more 
Than Beauty in a rank, abandon’d Whore. 
Letters to Man uncommon Light difpenfe ; 
And what is Virtue, but fuperior Sen/e ? 


The virtuous, as it ought to be, is every where 
made the moft effential part of an excellent 
writer ; and the intereft of Virtue the principal 
end. Like a true Philofopher, that underftands 
the proper order, and real eftimate of things, 
our Poet gives the preference to the moral, a- 
bove the iutellettual qualities. Virtue has an 
abfolute, zmmutable excellency in it/elf: Wit is 
then only valuable, when it is rightly apply’d. 


And 
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And when your Genius exquifitely fhines, 4h 
Live up to the full Luftre of your Lines : | ie 
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Parts but expofe thofe Men who Virtue quit ; 
A fallen Angel is a fallen Wit. ran 
| And they plead Lucifer’s detefted Cau/e, 

Who for bare Talents challenge our Applaufe. 


lca I 
SSS ee SS 
= in = i 
ee ol 


os See 


The following paffage is a lively picture of 
two oppofite forts of Men; and conveys to us 
an ufeful Leffon. 


Yet, proud of Parts, with Prudence fome dif- 
| penfe, 


And play the Foo/, becaufe they’re Men of r 
[ Sen/e : i 
What Inftances bleed recent in each Thought, i 
Of Men to ruin by their Genius brought ? aly 
Againft their Wills what numbers ruin fhuny | ls 


ree 0 es: 


Purely thro’ want of Wit to be undone? 
Nature has fhewn, by making it fo rare, in 


That it’s a Jewel which we need not wear : 


Of plain found Senfe Life’s current Coin is 
{[ made 5 


With that we drive the moft fubftantial Trade. 
Prudence protects and guides us ; Wt betrays, 
A {plendid Source of Ils ten thoufand ways ; 
A certain Snare to Miferies immenfe ; 

A gay Prerogative from common Senfe. 
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| How many excellent Precepts are contained 
in thefe few Lines? f 
| , 


Weighty the Subje(?, cogent the Di/cour/e, 
Clear be the Style, the very Sound of force ; 
Eafy the Conduéf, fimple the Defign, 
Striking the moral, and the Soul divine: 
Let Nature Art, and Judgment Wit exceed ; 


O’er Learning Rea/on reign ; o’er that your 
[ Creed. 


Thus Virtue’s Seeds at once, and Laurels grow ; 
Do thus, and rife a Pope, or a De/preau ! 


== 








But there is one Obfervation, particularly, 
which is very judicious, and very elegantly ex- 
prefs’d, as well as finely conceiv’d. 





Dare be Your/elves ; Originals are all ; 


Great fuch Attempts, nay glorious is their 
[ Fall. 


To nurfe with quick reflexion, be your ftrife ; 

Thoughts born from prefent Objects, warm 
| from Life, 

When moft unfought, fuch Infpirations rife ; 

Slighted by Fools, and cherifh’d by the wife: 

Expect peculiar Fame from thefe alone ; 

i Thefe make an Asthor ; thefe are all your own. 


Above 
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Above all, he prefcribes to writers much re- 
flexion and ftudy, a frequent perufal of their 
works, and many corre¢tions. 


Think frequently, think clofe, read Nature, 
[turn 


Mens Manners o’er ; and half your Volumes 
| burn. 


Write, and re-write; blot out, and write a- 
[ gain ; 

And for its /wiftue/s ne’re applaud your pen, 

He that firzkes out, and ftrikes not out the le/7, 

Pours Juftre in, and dignifies the reft. 

Give e’re fo little, if what’s right be there, 


We praife for what you Jurn, and what you 
| (pare. 

The Part’ you burn, fmells {weet before the 
| Shrine, 


And is as Incenfe to the Part divine. 


This laft Thought is new, exceedingly deli- 


cate, and poetical. 


As for the fubftance of what this excellent 
Writer has given, by way of precept, to his 
Brethren ; it is generally founded upon Truth, 


and Nature: But he muft pardon me, if, in 


one inftance at leaft, I oppofe his Example to 
his Ru/e, and am of opinion that He who 
writes wes, can no more excel too often, than 


too much. 
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I could wifh’ he had given fome dire€tions 
to roma as well as to Writers ; for there are 
‘as few who read, as who write with any ge- 
nius, or judgment: And the moft noble Pro- 
ductions are the moft likely to be condemn’d, 
becaufe the Reader wants underftanding and 
tafte, to difcover their perfections. 'The love- 
lieft Diamonds can have no luftre in the dark. 
In the hands of the inattentive and ignorant, 
even an Addifon, or a Pope, can have no beauties. 
Some unmeaning thing’, they call a Thought, 
will pleafe the generality ; becaufe it may be 
read with as much ea/e, as it may be written: 
But it requires the trouble of attention, and 
reflexion, a good underftanding improved by 
ufe, and a familiarity with the beft Authors, 
and the beft Converfation, to judge of a great 
and labour’d performance: And therefore the 
Author of thefe Fpi/tles will be no more mor- 
tified with the cavils, or the neglect of fuch 
gudges, than he would have been elated with 
their applaufe. With a becoming confidence 
in himielf, our Poet bids defiance to ignorance 
and prejudice ; and with a noble dignity of 
thought, and grandeur of expreffion, makes his 
appeal to Zime, as the only true teft of his 
merit. 


At that Tribunal ftands the writing Tribe, 
Which nothing can intimidate, or bribe: 
Time is the Judge ; Zzue has nor Friend, nor 
| Foe ; 
Falfe Fame muff wither, and the true wif 
| grow, 


Arm’d 
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Arm’d with this Truth, all Criticks I defy ; 
For if I fall, by my own Pen I dye: 

While Snarlers ftrive, with proud but fruitlefs 
[ pain, 
To wound Immortals, or to flay the Slain. 


°Tis no fmall commendation of a Poet, 
to be known by what he writes, without pre- 
fixing his name to his work: And a good Poet 
will as certainly be known, as a good Painter. 
The Author of the Unzverfal Paffion could no 
more expect to be conceal’d, than the Hand 
of a Vandyke, or a Kueller ; whofe Works have 
always fomething peculiar, and fomething pe- 
culiarly excellent, that diftinguifhes the Mafer ; 
tho’ every Picture , or every part of a Picture, 
be not equally good. 
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tion of the World, to the Diffolution of. 


the Affyrian Empire at the death of Sar- 
danapalus, and to the declenfion of the 
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in the County of Norfolk. Vol. I. Con- 
taining 366 pages in 8vo, befides the 
Preface and Index. London: Printed 
for R. Knaplock, and F. Tonfon. 1728. 


[ The firft Extra&t of this Hiftory may be feen 
in the laft Journal, p. 35. } 


AVING already given an account of the 

defign of this Hiftory, and made fome 
Extracts out of it, that may give the publick 
a juft notion of the abilities of the Author, 
and the excellency of his performance ; we fhall 
now, according to our promife, infert the re- 
mainder of what we thought proper to publifh 
of his Work. 

Mr. Sbuckford’s Colleétions are fo curious, 
entertaining and ufeful, that they muft pleafe 
every one, who has any tafte for true learning, 
rightly applied by a fine underftanding. 


IT is obfervable, fays the * Author, that the 
firft corruptions of Religion were begun by 
Kings and Rulers of Nations. Niénus taught 
the Affyrians to worfhip Fire ; and Syphis, King 
of Egypt, wrote a facred book, which laid the 
foundation of all their errors. In like manner, 
in after-ages, Nebuchadnezzar fet up the golden 
Image in the Plains of Dura: And when Image- 
worfhip was brought into Perfia, it was intro- 
duc’d, as the leaned Dr. Hyde obferves, by fome 
King, who built Temples, fet up Statues, ap- 
pointed Priefts, and fettled them revenues, for 


*¥ . "A 


the 
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the carrying on the worfhip according to the 
rites and inftitutions which he thought fit to 
prefcribe to them. And in this manner, with- 
out doubt, S2bzi/m was planted, both in Perfia, 
and all other nations. Kings, and heads of fa- 
milies, were the Priefts amongft the true wor- 
fhippers of the God of heaven: Melchi/edec was 
Prieft, as well as King of Salem 5 and Abrabam 
was the Prieft of his own honfhold. And we 
have reafon to believe that other Kings were 
careful to preferve to themfelves this honour, 
and prefided in Religion, as well as ruled and 
governed their people: And in reality, as the 
circumftances of the world then were, if they 
had not done the one, they could not have et- 
fected the other. Kings and Rulers therefore 
being at this time the fupreme DireCtors in Re- 
ligion, their inventions and inftitutions were 
what began the firft errors and innovations 
which were introduced into it. 

This point fhould indeed be a little more 
carefully examined ; becaufe fome writers have 
a favourite {cheme, which they think they can 
build great things upon, and which runs very 
contrary to what I have offer’d. Thefe Gentle- 
men advance propofitions to this purpofe : That 
God had given to all men innate principles, 
fufficient to lead them to know and worhhip him ; 
but that the great misfortune of the Heathen 
world, was, too ftriét a reliance of the Laity 
upon the Clergy, who (for the advancement 
of their own lucre) invented Temples, Altars 
and Sacrifices, and all manner of fuperftitions. 
Thus they run on at random. The whole of 
their opinion may be exprefs’d in thefe two po- 
fitions ; 

i J. That 
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1. That the powers and faculties, which God 
at firft gave to men, led them uaturally to know 
and to worfhip him, according to the dictates 
of right reafon, 7. ¢. in the way of natural Re- 
izgton. : 

2. That the Priefts, for their own ends, fet 
up reveal’ad Religion. 


And this is in truth the foundation of our 
modern Dez/m ; the profeffors of it believing in 
their hearts that there never was a real Revela- 
tion at all, but that the firft Religion in the 
world was merely atural, men worfhipping 
God only according to what reafon fuggefted 
to them ; but that in time, artful men, for po- 
litical ends, pretended to Revelations, and led 
the world away into fuperftition. And the firft 
pretenders to thefe Revelations were, they fay, 
the Priefts, or Clergy. 

But all this is fiction and chimera: We can 
find nothing to countenance thefe extravagant 
fancies, in any hiftory of any part of the world. 
For, with regard to the firft point, That the 
Priefts were the firft Corruptors of Religion ; 
let them but tell us when, and where ? All the 
hiftory we have of the feveral Kingdoms of the 
world, agree in this; That Kings and Rulers 
were, in all the Heathen nations, the firft In- 
ftiturors and Directors of the rites and cere- 
monies of Religion, as well as of the laws by 
which they governed their people: And we 
have not only plain hints to this purpofe, in 
the remains of thofe early Kingdoms ; of which 
perhaps it may be faid, that the accounts are fo 
fhort and imperfect, that we may be deceived, 
if we lay too great a ftrefs upon them: But we 
find, that all Antiquity was fo well agreed in 
3 this 
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this point, that if we look into the foundations 
of thofe later Kingdoms, of which we have 
fuller and clearer accounts tran{mitted to us, 
we find fuller and clearer accounts of this mat- 
ter. 

Romulus and Numa, and other fucceeding 
Kings, were the Authors and Inftitutors of e- 
very part of the Roman religion: And we a‘e 
told, that Numa wrote a book upon the fubject. 
We find alfo amongft the appointment of Ro- 
mulus, that when he had fettled the feveral 
Magiftrates and Officers, which he thought ne- 
ceflary for the well-governing of his people ; 
he referved to himfelf, as King, to be the fu- 
preme Director of the Sacra and Sacrifices, and 
to perform himfelf the publick Offices of Reli- 
gion: For fo I underftand the words | ava Ji 
cnelve weoTeR, 72 wess THs Osis ona. | And I think 
I am direéted fo to underftand them, by what 
happen’d afterwards : For when Brutus and his 
affociates expell’d the Kings, banifhing Targui- 
gius, and erecting a Commonwealth, inftead of 
the Kingly Government, it is remarkable that 
they found themfelves obliged to appoint a new 
Officer, whom they called the Rex Szcrificu- 
Jus ; that there might be one to offer thofe Sa- 
crifices, which ufed to be offer’d by the King 
for the people. Quia publica Sacra quedai, {ays 
Livy, per ipfos Reges factitata eraut, ne ubi 
Regum defiderium effet, Regem Sacrificulum cre- 
ant : z.e. ** Becaufe fome of the publick Sacri- 
“* fices were perform’d by the King himfelf, 
“* that there might not be any want of a King, 
“* they created a Royal Sacrificer.” 

In Greece, we find the fame inftitutions ; and 
according to Xenophon, the Kings of Lacedemon, 
having Officers under them for the feveral Em- 
ployments 
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ployments of the State, referved to themfelves 
to be the Priefts of their people in divine af- 
fairs, and their Governors and fupreme Dire- 
€tors in civil. And this was the moft ancient 
practice in all nations ; and Priefts were fo far 
from being the firft Inventors of Superftition, 
or Corruptors of Religion, that in the fenfe 
in which thefe writers ufe the word, there were 
no Priefts at all, until Religion was confidera- 
bly depraved and vitiated. Every man was at 
firft the Prieft of his own family, and every 
King of his own Kingdom. And tho’ we may 
fuppofe that in time, when Kingdoms came to 
grow large, the people to be numerous, and 
the affairs to be tranfacted full of variety ; that 
then Kings appointed, for the better governing 
of their people, Minifters under them, both in 
facred and civil matters : Yet this was not done 
at firft; and when it was done, the Minifters 
fo appointed, were only Executors of the In- 
junctions and Directions, Orders and Inftituti- 
ons, which the Kings who appointed them, 
thought fit to give them. 

In time, the Ceremonies and Inftitutions of 
Religion grew to be fo numerous, as that Kings 
could not always be at leifure to attend upon 
the performance, or the taking care of the par- 
ticulars of them: Nor could a new King be 
fufficiently inftruéted at his coming to a Crown, 
in all the various rites and ufages that had (fome 
at one time, and fome at another) been efta- 
blifh’d by his anceftors ; and this occafion’d the 
appointing a Set of men, whofe whole bufinefs 
it might be to take care of thefe matters, which 
then Princes began to leave to them: And from 
this time, indeed, the power and authority of 
the Priefts grew daily. Tho’ eyen after this time, 
we 
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we find fome of the greateft Kings, directing 
and aéting in thefe things themfelves. 

Cyrus commonly offer’d the publick Sacrifices 
himfelf: And Camby/es, his father, when he 
fent him with an army to affift Cyaxares his un- 
cle, obferved to him, what care he had taken 
to have him fully inftruéted in Augury, that he 
might be able to judge for himfelf, and not 
depend upon his Augurs for their dire¢tions. 


And thus I have (fays * Mr. Sbuckford) en- 
deavour’d to fet this matter in the light in 
which the beft Writers and Hiftorians agree to 
place it: And thefe were, I believe, the fenti- 
ments which ‘o/fephus had about it; who en- 
quiring into what might be the firft occafion of 
the many Heathen fuperftitions and errors in 
Religion, profeffes himfelf to think, that they 
began at firft from the Legiflators; who not 
rightly knowing the true nature of God, or 
not rightly explaining and keeping up to that 
knowledge which they might have had of it, 
were hereby led to appoint Conftitutions in Re- 
ligion not fuitable to it, and fo open’d a door 
for thofe that came after, to introduce all forts 
of Deities and fuperftitions. 

And very agreeable to this, is the determi- 
nation of the Author of the book of W7/dom ; 
That the Heathen Idolatries were fet up dy the 
Commandments of Kings. 

It will perhaps be here faid, that Kings then 
were the firft Introducers of Revelation and Su- 
perftition ; and that they did it to aggrandize 
‘themfelves, to attraét the greater regard and 


veneration of their people. To this I anfwer : 


* Pag. 359 
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We find accounts of Revelation, earlier than 
‘we find any mention of Kings. Noah had fe- 
veral directions from the Deity, and fo had 
_ Adam ; fo that we muft fet afide, what hiftory 
‘affures us to have been faét, in order to em- 
brace what feems to thefe fort of writers to be 
moft probable, inftead of it. But I have al- 
ready confider’d, that the worfhip of God, 
which all men univerfally Cin all nations) per- 
formed in the moft early times, was of fuch a 
nature, that we cannot with any appearance of 
probability imagine, but that it was at firft in- 
troduced by divine appointments : For we can- 
not learn from hiftory, nor Cif we refleét) can 
we conceive, that natural reafon fhould ever 
have led men into fuch fentiments, as fhould 
have induced them to think of worfhipping God 
in that manner. 

But there are two queries, which I would put 
to thefe writers : 


1, If there was no Revelation made to the 
men of the firft ages, in matters of Religion ; 
how came all Nations of the world to be fo 
fully perfuaded that there was; as to make it 
neceflary for Legi/lators, who made appoint- 
ments in Religion, to pretend to fome Reve- 
lation or other, in order to fupport and eftablifh 
them ? 

2dly, How came men to think of acknow- 
ledging. and worfhipping a God, fo early as they 
did really worfhip and acknowledge him ? 


If we look into the religious appointments 
of the feveral Kings and Rulers, whom we 
have accounts of ; we find their Inftitutions ale 
ways received as directions from anes he 
teeir 
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their bands tranf{mitted to their people. Ro- 
muius and Numa were both believed to have 
been directed by a Revelation what Sacra they 
were to eftablifh ; and Lycurgus was fuppofed 
to be inftruéted by the Oracle at De/pbos: And 
thus Syphis, the King of Egypt, was efteemed 
to be O¢irJns, one that had a converfe with the 
Gods. The general maxim of Plato, That all 
Laws and Conftitutions about divine worfhip 
were to be had only from the Gods, was every 
where received and believed in the world. And 
when Kings made appointments in thefe mat- 
ters, their fubjeéts received what they order’d, 
as the dictates of Infpiration ; believing that a 
divine Sentence was in the Lips of their Kings, 
and that their Mouths tran/greffed not in the ap- 
pointments which they made them: And this 
they readily went into ; not being artfully be- 
tray’d by Kings into a belief of Revelation, but 
believing them to be infpir’d, from the univerfal 
knowledge which the world was then full of, 
that God had reveal’d to their feveral anceftors 
and heads of families, in what way and manner 
they fhould worfhip him. 

If reafon only had been the firft guide in 
matters of Religion, Rulers would neither have 
thought of, nor have wanted the pretence of 
Revelation, to give credit to their Inftitutions : 
Whereas, on the other hand, Revelation being 
generally eiteemed, in all nations, to be the 
only true foundation of Religion ; Kings and 
Rulers, when they thought fit to add inventi- 
ons of their own to the Religion of their an- 
ceftors, were obliged to make ufe of that dif- 
pofition, which they knew their people to have, 
to receive what came recommended to them 
under the name of a Revelation. 
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But to proceed to the fecond query. If there 
was no Revelation made to the men of the firft 
ages ; how came the knowledge and worfhip of 
God fo early into the world? Perhaps fome 
will anfwer, according to Lord Herbert, From 
innate principles. If they do fo, I muft re- 
fer them to what our ingenious countryman 
Mr. Locke has offer’d upon that fubject. The 
only way that reafon can teach men to know 
God, muft be from confidering his works ; and 
if fo, his works muft be firft known and confi- 
der’d, before they can teach men to know the 
Author of them. It feems to be but a wild 
fancy, ‘That man was at firft raifed up in this 
world, and left entirely to himfelf, to find out 
by his own natural powers and faculties what 
was to be his duty and his bufinefs in it. If 
we could imagine the firft men brought into 
the world in this manner, we muft, with Dio- 
dorus Siculus, conceive them for many ages to 
be but very poor and forry creatures. The invi- 
fiole things of God are, indeed, to be underftood 
by the things that are made: But men in this 
ftate, would for many generations be confider- 
ing the things of the world in lower views, in 
order to provide themfelves the conveniences 
of life from them, before they would reflect up- 
on them in fuch a manner, as fhould awaken 
up in their minds any thoughts of a God. And 
when they fhould come to confider things in 
fuch a light, as to difcover by them that there 
was a God ; yet how long muft it be, before 
they can be imagin’d to have arrived at fuch a 
thorough knowledge of the things of the world, 
as to have juft and true notions of him? We 
fee in fact, that when men firft began to fpecu- 
late 
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late and reafon about the things of the world, 
they reafon’d and fpeculated very wrong. In 
Egypt, in Chaldea, in Perfia, and in all other 
countries, falfe and ill-grounded notions of the 
things which God had made, induced them to 
worthip the Creatures inftead of the Creator ; 
and that at times when other perfons, who had 
lefs philofophy, were Profeffors of a truer Theo- 
logy. 

The defcendants of Abrabam were true wor- 
fhippers of the God of Heaven, when other 
Nations, whole great and wife men pretended 
to confider and reafon about the works of the 
Creation, did in no wife rightly apprehend or 
acknowledge the Workmafter , but deemed either 
Fire, or Wind, or the {wift Air, or the Circle of 
the Stars, or the violent Water, or the Lights of 
Heaven, to be the Gods which govern the World ; 
being delighted with their beauty, or aftonifl’d at 
their power, they took them for Gods. In a 
word ; if we look over all the accounts we 
have of the feveral Nations of the Earth, and 
confider every thing that has been advanced by 
any, or all the philofopbers ; we can meet with 
nothing to induce us to think, that the firft Re- 
ligion of the world was introduced by the ufe 
and direction of mere natural reafon: But, on 
the other hand, all Hiftory, both facred and 
prophane, offers us various arguments to prove, 
that God reveal’d to men in the firlt ages how 
he would be worfhipped ; but that when men, 
inftead of adhering to what had been revealed, 
came to Jean to their own underftandings, and to 
fet up what they thought to be right, in the 
room of what God himfelf had directed, they 
loft and bewilder’d themfelves in endlefs errors. 
This, Lam fenfible, is a fubjeét that fhould be 
H 2 eXa- 
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examined to the bottom ; and I am perfuaded, 
if it were, the refult of the enquiry would be 
this; That he who thinks to prove, that the 
World ever did in fact by wifdom know God ; 
that any Nation upon earth, or any Set of men 
ever did, from the principles of reafon only, 
withont avy affiftance from Revelation, find out 
the true Natute and the true Worfhip of the 
Deity, muft find out fome Hiftory of the World 
entirely different from ali the accounts which 
the prefent facred or prophane writers do give 
us ; or his opinion muft appear to be a mere 
guefs and conjecture of what is barely poffible, 
but what all Hiftory affures us, never was really 
done in the world. 
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ARTICLE IX. 


The CXIXth Ps aim paraphrafed in Eng- 
lith Verfe, by Arch-Deacon At woop. 
Printed for W. Innys, in St. Paul's Church- 
yard. 1730. 4fo. 


HE Introduction to this Paraphrafe, will 
give the Reader the beft notion of what 
he may expect from it. 


Tuts excellent P/aim (fays A.D. Atwood) 
is a methodical and compendious Syftem, or 
Summary, of true Religion ; briefly reprefent- 
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ing the feveral ftages of Man’s life, in his way 


to happinefs ; and fhewing how far that happi- 
nefs is (by virtue of the divine Covenant and 
Promife) to be attain’d in this life, and how 
far it is only to be hop’d for. ‘The beginning, 
the. progrefs, and the perfection of human Life 
are herein clearly and fully difplay’d ; together 
with the variety of incidental circumftances, 
and continual oppofition, which a good man 
muft evermore expe¢t to encounter with in his 
{piritual conflict. 

To illuftrate which the better, and fet it in 
the clearer and more uniform light, the Sub- 
ject the royal P/almift pitches upon, is, the di- 
vine Laws; and this he treats of, in the follow- 
ing very peculiar, but artificial, method. 


1. He divides the whole P/a/m (according to 
the number of Letters in the Hebrew Alphabet) 
into XXII Seétions. 

2. He makes each of thofe Seftions precife- 
ly to confift of VIII Verfes, neither more nor 
lefs. 

3. He makes each Verfe begin with that Let- 
ter of the Alphabet, which denominates each 
particular Se¢tion. 

Lattly, He confines himfelf fo ftri€tly to the 
fubje&t of the whole, that he mentions it in e- 
very verfe (excepting one or two only, in which 
it feems to be implied) under different denomi- 
naticns (eleven in all) which, for the moft part 
at leaft, he feems to ule promifcuoufly, and per- 
haps without any other particular defign, than 
as it fuited beft with his numbers. 


I have follow’d him (fays the Author) in 
neither of thefe particulars, but the firft only. 
H 3 No 
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No Tranflator, I think, ever follow’d him as 
to the third, by having any regard to the ini- 
tial Letters of each verfe ; and Buchanan only 
as to the fecond ; By which means (notwith- 
ftanding the elegant Turn he gives every thing) 
he has not only too much cramp’d and confin’d 
his Paraphrafe, but is fore’d fometiimes to leave 

ut entire paflages, in order to keep clofe to 
his rule. 


There are three things that feem to render 
the reading of this P/alm fo flat and infipid in 
moft of our tranflations ; viz. the frequent re- 
petitions, not only of the word Law (with its 
fynonimous terms) but divers other expreffi- 
ons ; the feeming want of method and conne- 
éfion ; and the obfcurity and ambiguity of many 
of the phrafes. It was thought therefore not 
inconfiftent with the liberty of a Paraphrafe, 
to avoid the repetitions, as much as might be ; 
to difcover a probable conneétion ; and to ren- 
der the obf{curer phrafes more intelligible 

In doing which, I had recourfe to my Lord 
Rofcomimon’s rule, 


Search ev’ry Comment that your care can find, 

Some here, fome there, may hit the Poet’s mind. 
and endeavour’d, as much as poffible, to be clear 
in the expreffion ; remembring what the fame 
noble Author adds, 


He only proves he underftands a Text, 
Whole Expofition leaves it unperplext. 


And 
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And again, 


The genuine Senfe, intelligibly told, 
Shews a’ Tranflator both dilcreet and bold. 


If, from the obfervance of thefe rules, the 
following Paraphrafe has any thing in it to re- 
commend it ; it is humbly prefum’d, that it wil! 
not fail of a favourable reception , on account 
of the grateful Variety, and divine Excellency 
of the matter contain’d in it. 


Thus far the Jutroduction. 


After the Introduétion, the Author has pre- 
fix’d the argument of each verfe betore the 
Palm. 

As to the Paraphrafe, we fhall give the 
Reader a few lines, by which he may judge of 
the reft ; becaufe the whole is of a piece. 


Long Life, and fafety, to my wifhes give ; 
That I, to execute thy will, may live! 
Unveil my Soul, with native darknefs blind, 
That [thy Law’s myfterious paths may find! 
And whilft an Exile here on earth I roam, 
Shew me the way to my celeftial home! 
My frail and feeble Nature faints and tires, 
And fcarce fuftains thy Law’s intenfe defires. 


In this paflage, we fee the good Chriji/ai, 
and the good Poet : The Soul of the Reader is 
not lefs affected with the tendernels and piety 
of the fentiments, than the Ear is charm’d with 
the foftnefs and harmony of the numbers. Had 
H 4 not 
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not the Poet imitated the Prophet, in his hum- 
ble ftudy of God’s Law, frequent retirement, 
and devotion, it is impoffible that the Para- 
| phrafe fhould have breathed his divine Spirit. If 
iia this Author would paraphrafe the whole book of 
iF Pfalms, it would be very ufeful, and, no doubt, 
very acceptable to the publick. | 


AS TICL &.. X, 


An Account of Mofes’s Principia, Part TI. 
& Il. the Natural Hiftory of the Bible, 
and Mofes’s Sine-Principio, &c. By 
j, &%. 


N the year 1724, was publifh’d a fmall Pam- 
iq | phlet, intitled Mo/fes’s Principia ; giving an 
y account of the invifible parts of Matter ; of 
19 Motion ; of vifible Forms ; and of their diffo- 
lution and reformation. 

The Author’s name is not mention’d. 


LF In the year 1725, was publifh’d Au Effay to- 
ae wards a Natural Hiftory of the Bible ; efpecially 
Wi of fome parts, which relate to the occafion of 
| revealing Mo/es’s Principia. 


if In the year 1727, was publifh’d Mo/es’s Prin- 
| | eipia. Part IL. . 
| of 
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Of the Circulation of the Heavens ; 
Of the Caufe of the Motion, and Courfe 


of the Earth, Moon, €sc. ; 
Of the Religion, Philofophy, and Emblems 
of the Heathens before Mo/es writ ; 

and of the ews after ; 
In confirmation of the Natural Hiftary of the 
Bible. With Notes. By 7. #. 


In the year 1729, was publifh’d Ao/es’*s ——. 


Sine-Principio ; reprefented 


By Names, ts By Types, 

By Words, By Emblems. 

With an Introduétion, fhewing the Nature of 
Body and Soul; The firft ftate of Man; 
The quality of his Crime: His Condition 
after his Fall: His State under the fecond 
Covenant. That, by reafon of Man’s Na- 
ture, and of his Fall, Perfons, Things and 
Ations, were reprefented by Subftitutes, 
Types and Emblems, before, and particu- 
larly after the Fall. The taking of Man 
into the Effence, Purification, Sacrifice, A- 
tonement, €c¢. which were obferv’d by all 
Believers and Apoftates; mifapply’d by 
Gentiles, atterwards by ews. By 7. H. 


The defign of the Author, in the four Trea- 


tifes above-mention’d, is to difcover the fuffi-, 
ciency and infallible certainty of the Hebrew 
text, in the feveral things therein reveal’d, as 
well in Philofophy as Religion. 


The method which he has taken to effeé 


this, has been to confider the pure text, as al- 
low’d to have been deliver’d by the infpir’d 
writers, without pointing ; and fubject to no 


other 
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other rules or conftructions, than fuch as are 
fimply grammatical, and agreeable to common 
fenfe. 

He afferts, by obferving this method, that 
no one word in Scripture has more fignificati- 
ons than one ; and does not pretend to offer 
the conftruction of any word, in evidence, ex- 
cept it hold to be fenfe and truth, in every 
place where it is ufed in Scripture. 

That the Hebrew tongue alone is capable of 
being thus conftrued, and none other, the Au- 
thor afcribes it to a peculiarity in that language 
of conveying the perfect idea of the thing fig- 
nified, by the word made ufe of to exprefs it ; 
which he afferts to be the original and true ufe 
of words, and therefore the foundation of all 
our ideas in Philofophy and Divinity. 


From this method of underftanding the S. 
text, the Author proceeds to fhew, that all the 
matter in this Syftem was created at the time 
therein mention’d. That the fluid of Air was 
form’d into a machine of Fire, Light and Spi- 
rit ; fo as to form, move, and fupport all mate- 
rial things in this fyftem, (after their firft for- 
mation); which may be proved by experi- 
ments. 

That Man was form’d of a mortal body, and 
immortal foul ; that the foul received its infor- 

nation from material and fenfible reprefentati- 
ons, and cou’d have no ideas of fpirit, but from 
jdeas taken from matter ; fo that each word had 
a double fenfe, according as the idea convey’d 
by it was both material and fpiritual. Of this 
fort was the facramental Tree of Lives, which 
by being spply’d to the body, wou’d have made 
it immorta 
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That the firft end of Revelation was to thew 
man, that thefe material Agents were created, 
and confequently fubjeét to the controul of their 
Maker ; that they were inienfible, and their 
powers and actions mechanical : and that not- 
withftanding they were made ufe of as inftru- 
ments, or agents, to convey from God to men 
the good things of life ; all acknowledgments 
were due to him only, and none to them for 
their agency. Of this, man was at firft in- 
form’d ; and the memorial of it afterwards pre- 
ferv’d, by reprefentations, fubftitutes, emblems, 
fervices, €sc. 

And that, befides this, the vifible power in 
thefe material Agents, was to be an evidence 
of the power in the immaterial, or divine Ef- 
fence. And for that reafon, the names and 
actions of the one, were afcrib’d to the perfons 
and actions of the other ; but in different {enfes, 
as was before obferv’d; to one in a material 
fenfe, to the other in a fpiritual. And that 
from the difference of name, power, and action 
of the one, was convey’d an idea of the diffe- 
rence of perfonality, power, and a¢tion of the 
other. 

That the Devil, by means of a Serpent, 
prevail’d upon Eve to diftruft the certainty 
of God’s revelation, and made her believe 
that there was a power in thefe material 
Agents to communicate powers to a Fruit, 
which cou’d communicate to thofe who eat it, 
wifdom like to that in the Elohim: By which, 

(the Man joining in the act,) they both for- 
feited the life of their bodies, and all title to 


their eftate. 
He 
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He then goes on to fhew, that the other 
great end of Revelation was to manifeft the 
means of redeeming loft man by a future atone- 
ment to be made for him; the knowledge of 
which was convey’d to him by fymbolical re- 
prefentations ; and the memorial of it preferv’d, 
by entring into the Covenant, and performing 
fuch fervices, as were appointed typically to re- 
prefent it, till the atonement fhou’d be made. 

That the means of man’s Redemption was 
fupernaturally exhibited under the emblem of 
the Cherubim, in which was myftically repre- 
fented the divine Effence of the Trinity, and 
the Perfon of Man join’d with one of the three ; 
which figure from thence downward was held 
facred among all men. 

That before the time of the Flood the wor- 
fhip ot the agents prevail’d among many ; fo 
that their votaries ufed the fame facrifices, fer- 
vices, and emblems towards them, as were ob- 
ferv’d by others to the true God; for which 
they were deftroy’d with the earth; and the 
earth was afterwards new form’d. 

That many of the race of Noab fell into the 
fame error, and built the tower of Bave/ for an 
altar to the heavens. ‘That they divided into 
feveral fects, and by that means confounded 
their religion; and then, forming themfelves 
into different parties, they became, in courfe 
of time, ftrangers to each other’s language. 

That feveral continued in the worfhip of the 
true God, moft eminently the race of Abra~ 
bait. 

That Abrabam’s pafterity were in danger of 
being feduced from the worfhip of the true God 
by the Egyptians, tothe fervice of thefe agents, 
as appears by the miracles perform’d by Mo/es, 
which 
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which were to give evidence, beyond difpute, 
to all the world, that Febovab was Mafter of 
thefe Agents. 

That the Caufes are affign’d, which induced 
the Fews to omit or mifconftrue the two great 
Articles ; the firft about the mechanifm of this 
Syftem, and their Forefathers worfhipping of 
it ; and the fecond about thofe words which 
relate to the Effence, the Perfons in the Tri- 
nity, and the points in difpute between them 
and Chriftians. 

That the feveral words of the greateft im- 
port to the Chriftian Religion, are conftrued 
according to the natural ufage of that lan- 
guage; by which are diftinguifh’d the Effence, 
the Perfons, and Offices of the Trinity, €c. with- 
out any contradi¢tion or inconfiftencies. 

That the knowledge of the three games, 
Fire, Light, and Spirit, (from whence the fa- 
cred writers gave the idea of the Three Per- 
fons, or Trinity) is retriev’d, and philofophi- 
cally explain’d, both from the divine, and an- 
cient heathen writings, ‘That the ancient Creeds 
take their defcriptions from the ufage of the 
facred writers: And that the whole is capable 
of being illuftrated in every branch, and carry’d 
down to the loweft capacities. 


This is, in general, the fcope and defign of 
thefe Treatifes. How far the Author has fuc- 
ceeded in this laborious undertaking, muft be 
left, after a thorough examination of the evi- 
dences, to the judgment of the Reader ; who, 
if he be a Chriftian, will be fo far prejudiced 
in favour of the work, as to acknowledge that 
the Enquiries are of infinite Concernment to 
the welfare of mankind ; and therefore, that 
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every man of fufficient learning (who has any 
regard to his own greateft intereft) is obliged 
to fearch diligently into the truth of them ; 
and that he, who loves his neighbour as him- 
felf, is in like manner bound to communicate 
to him that knowledge of the truth, which his 
want of judgment, or skill in languages, will 
net fuffer him to attain to. 

In a more particular manner, the Clergy 
feem to be obliged to read, and examine a 
Scheme that fo immediately affeéts the preat 
‘Truths of Religion, and the Salvation of Man- 
kind ; and, if they find it to be well grounded, 
as ’tis by feveral good Judges allow’d to be, to 
give their afliftance in illuftrating, or defend- 
ing it. 





ARTICLE XL. 


The Hisrory of Arianifm and Socinia- 
nifm, in two Volumes in 4to. Sold by 
Mr. Xnnys, in St. Paul’s Charch-yard ; and 
Mr. Gilliver, again ft St. Dunftan’s Church 
in Fleetftreet. 1730. 


T is the more neceffary to give the publick 
] fome account of this work, becaufe it is 
probable that ill-grounded objections may be 
made againft it, both in refpett to the /uljedt, 
and the Author. 
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Such as have not read the hiftory, may be 
apt to form to themfelves wrong notions con- 
cerning the fulject matter of it, and to imagine 
that it contains nothing but an account of do- 
trinal points, and the courfe which the Lrini- 
tarian controverfy has taken fince its firft rife, 
with the feveral arguments ufed by both parties 
in defence of their fchemes. So large a work 
as this is, when viewd in fuch a light, will 
appear very difcouraging to the prefent tafte, 
which feems to difrelifh every thing that is re- 
Jigious, or grave. It is impoffible but a hiftory 
of this kind muft contain fome things of a re- 
ligious, and Ecclefiaitical nature ; fuch as Here- 
fies, and Councs/s ; but even thefe matters, tho’ 
not the immediate concern of every Reader, 
are particularly ufeful to many, and may be 
read with pleafure by all; by reafon of the Au» 
thor’s fprightly manner of writing. To in- 
ftance only in one ; The calling of the Council 
of Nice by Conftantine, for the decifion of the 
violent difputes between the Arians and the Ca- 
tholicks. ‘The Reader is made prefent at the 
affembly ; the reprefentation is fo natural and 
lively, that he perfectly fees every thing. 


Tuat day (the day for the meeting of the 
Council ) being come, all the three hundred and 
eighteen Bifhops came and took their places very 
early ; and tho’ the great throng, that accompa- 
nied them upon this occafion, crowded in every 
where, to behold the fineft fight that ever was 
feen, there was neverthelefs a prodigious filence 
kept in the great hall all the time that they 
waited for Conjtantine ; fo much did the very 
notion of the prefence of that Prince, who was 
juft coming, keep people’s minds in ~~ 
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128 The Prefent State of Art. 11; 
and teach them refpect. The firft that enter’d, 


: was one of the Lords of the Court, who go- 


ing crofs the hall, placed himfelf by the Em- 


..peror’s chair ; foon after came another, who 


went and ftood by him ; after a little fpace, as 
it were to difpofe the whole affembly,, by de- 
grees, for the reception of the Prince, a third 
came and took his place, as the other two had 
done, on one fide of the chair, which was pla- 
ced at the upper end of the hall, between the 
ranks of the Bifhops that were on each fide; 
fo that thofe who were on the left, when they 
came in, (as the deputies of Sy/veffer Bifhop of 
Rome, and the Patriarch of Mlexandria,) fat 
exa€tly on the right hand of Couftantine. Some 
time after appear’d a fele&t number of thofe 
who were honour’d with the greateft fhare of 
the Emperor’s friendfhip, and had all embraced 
the faith of Jefus Chrift ; and at the fame time 
the trumpets founded, to give notice that the 
Prince was coming. Then all the Bifheps arofe 
with that refpect which was due to the Matter 
of the world, and which they fignified by a fort 


of religious veneration, when they faw him ap- 


pear with fuch glorious majefty, as dazzled the 
eyes of the whole affembly, and refembled more 
perfectly than ever that of God himfelf. 

That Prince was extraordinary well made, and 
of a very tall ftarure, furpaffing the ordinary 
height of men ; but fo well proportion’d, that 
it gave fuch a majeftick air to his perfon, as 
fhewed, at firft fight, that he commanded the 
reft of mankind. His face was agreeable, tho’ 
he was already paft fifty ; he enjoy’d an excel- 
lent conftitution, was of a fanguine complexion, 
and had fair hair, with a ruddy countenance.; 
he 
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he naturally inclined to be fat, had an uncom- 
mon fweetnefs and delicacy in his features ; but, 
above all, his eyes were extremely lively, and 
fhone like a gentle and piercing fire, by which 
means he {till retained a youthtul air, and a fort 
of manly beauty: All thefe advantages, joined 
with a noble and heroick mien, drew the ad- 
miration and adoration almoft of all the world. 
He was dreffed in purple, after the Roman man- 
ner, with an Imperial mantle, and a fath of filk 
raifed with gold, and {parkling with diamonds, 
which he ufually wore, tied to his hair with 
two ribbons, inftead of a laurel, which he had 
left off ever fince he became a Chriftian, that 
he might not wear any thing that had thie leaft 
appearance of fuperftition, and to fhew that it 
was not to Apollo, as a certain heathen orator 
had told him, but to Jefus Chrift alone, that he 
owed his victories. : 
Having paffed thro’ his apartments in this 
manner, as foon as he came to that where the 
Council. was held, he order’d his guards to re- 
tire, and enter’d only with the officers of his 
houfhold that attended him, who were all Chri- 
{tians. Then it was that he feem’d to the whole 
Council like an Angel come from Heaven ; fo 
remarkable was he for his modefty, goodnefs, 
fweetnefs, and agreeable bafhfulnefs, as well as 
that auguft majefty, which never left him. In 
truth, worldly greatnefs and Chriftian humility 
were never {een fo well united, as in the perfon 
of this great Prince upon this occafion. He 
came thro’ the middle of the hall with a flow 
pace, his eyes towards the ground, between the 
Bifhops that were on each fide, who faluted 
him very refpectfully, and went and ftood by 
FEBRUARY I'30, I his 
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his feat; from whence he faluted the Fathers 
with a civility that charmed them, 


We need not give any more examples of his 
talent at defcription ; which he has opportuni- 
ties of exercifing upon various occafions ; in 
giving Characters ; defcribing Countries, Bat- 
tels, and Sieges. The Character of Conjtantine 
may ferve for a fpecimen of that kind; but I 
fhall mention one more, that of Aftti/a, which 
is a very {trong picture. 


He poffefs’d (fays our hiftorian) thofe qualities 
of body and mind, which were able to create fear 
in a man of the greateft refolution. It is true, 
he was low in ftature according to the common 
fize of the Hus ; but every thing feemed terri- 
ble in his perfon ; his fhoulders were broad, and 
his arms nervous ; he had an extraordinary large 
head ; his eyes were {mall and fparkling ; he 
had a fierce look, and a flat nofe ; his comple- 
xion was very {warthy ; he wore a long beard, 
which was but thin ; his behaviour was proud 
and haughty, and he ufed conftantly to caft 
round him fuch threatning looks, as terrified 
even thofe of great courage. Withal he had a 
genius, which was equally lively, fubtil and fo- 
lid, full of art and diffimulation ; he was wife 
and prudent in council, quick and bold in the 
execution ; cruel to his enemies, but eafily mo- 
ved by the prayers of thofe who would fubmif- 
fively yield to him ; and what is ftill more ex- 
traordinary amongft the Barbarians, he always 
religioufly kept his faith to thofe he had once 
taken into his protection. Above all things he 
excell’d in the art of war, which he practifed, 
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not as a Barbarian, after a furious manner, but 
like a great general with skill, performing much 
more with his head, than with his arms. He 
had even found means to infti! a fuperftitious 
notion into his foldiers, that he had fomething 
divine in him, to which his happinefs was an- 
nexed. For whether or no he believed it, of 
that he only pretended to be convinced of it, 
he made them believe that he had found the 
cutlafs of Mars, who was worfhipped amongft 
thofe people ; and that the Oracles had promi- 
fed the Empire of the whole world to the per- 
fon who fhould be mafter of that fatal fword. . 


So far is this work from being a dry account 
of doéfrines, that it is a hiftory of facts, ac- 
companied. with the moft awakening circum- 
ftances, and attended with the moft important 
events. 

All the artifices of refined policy, which 
cunning, deceitful, and ambitious men could 
invent, are feen in the various methods ufed 
by the Arians, in private Converfation, in pub- 
lick Affemblies, in Councils, in Courts, and 
Camps, for the fupport of their caufe. In 
fhort, there are few hiftories extant, that con- 
tain a greater variety of things, or written in 
a. more cheerful and entertaining manner. 


As the Author has obferved in his Preface, 
it is fo univerfal, both for the abundance and 
variety contained in it, that, by undertaking it, 
he was obliged to give an account of the moft 
remarkable tranfactions of the worid for many 
ages: For, as a fpark of fire, that has been 
neglected to be put out, prefently kindles a 
great fire in a houfe, which confumes it ; and 
| I 2 being 
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being driven by the violence of the wind into 
all quarters of a city, caufes a general confla- 
gration, which rages terribly, and reduces eves 
ry thing to afhes; fo the Arian herefy not 
having been extinguifh’d in Egypt, where it 
firft appear’d, {pread itfelf foon after into Pale- 
fiine, trom whence it at length over-ran all 
parts of the two Empires, and even extended 
a great way beyond their limits into nations at 
the greateft diftance, caufing the greateft dif- 
orders and revolutions. 

So many dreadful and melancholly circum- 
ftances, as are here related, which were matter 
of grief to all good men, whilft they were 
tranfaéted, cannot but afford abundance of plea- 
fure and folid inftruétion, when read. For, 
fince the many evils, occafion’d by them, are 
paft, and remain only in the memory ; reading 
will but revive them in our minds, without any 
danger of fuffering by them; and they cannot 
but give us great fatisfaction, without the mix- 
ture of that fear and concern, which might 
arife from an apprehenfion of the caufes and 
confequences, the effects and circumftances, the 
myftery and unravelling of fo many furprizing 
incidents, which fo often changed the face of 
things. 


But befides the pleafure that is infeparable 
from hiftory, which the curious never fail to 
enjoy, as a prefent recompence for their pains 
in reading, and their time fo ufefully employ’d, 
it muft be a fatisfaction to all true Chriftians to 
obferve, That, tho” God was pleafed to fuffer 
the enemies of Ze/us Chrift to prevail for fome 
time, for the tryal of the faithful, and the ma- 
niteftation of his glory ; yet his Divinity was 
always 
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always fuccefsful at the laft, over all oppofi- 
tion whatfoever ; and this muft give us rational 
grounds.to hope for an happy and glorious end 
to the attempts of the Arians and Socinians of 
our days againft the Gedbead, and worfbip of 
our ever-bleffed Redeemer, however thofe here- 
™ may feem to flourifh and fpread at pre- 
ent. 


But the principal ufe which we may make of 
this hiftory, is to difcover the fatal effects of 
Ariani{m upon Chriftianity, and the civil peace. 
Without entring upon the particular caufes in- 
to which this effe¢t may be refolved, the faé 
is undeniable ; that the Arian herefy has always 
been attended with Infidelity, Dez/m ever keep-~ 
ing pace with it. ‘Thus it was in the ages be- 
fore us, and thus we find it in our own times, 
and in our own country. Ariani/m never had 
more encouragement in our nation ; Chiftianity 
never had more enemies, or more inveterate 
ones, fince it has been eftablifhed among us. 
Perhaps we could account for thefe things from 
the principles which the Arians maintain, and 
from the arguments which they make ufe of to 
fupport them. But our bufinefs in this place is 
not fo much to aflign rea/ons, as to relate facts, 
and to point out the caution which thofe facts 
may properly teach us. What can be more na- 
tural, than to diftruft the truth of any doétrine 
which has been found, by conftant experience, 
to be deftructive of the truth of Chriftianity it 
felf Or what can be more natural, than to im- 
pute the growth of Dei/m to the growth of A- 
rianifim, when they have been conftantly found 
to grow and flourifh together ? But the influence 
of this herefy has not been more fatal to Re/i- 
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gion, than to the State ; for it has never failed, 
in proportion to the power of its friends, to 
caufe difturbances and diforders, commotions 
and revolutions ; and that too by means the 
moft oppofite to the precepts of Chriftianity, 
and the moft reproachful to human nature. The 
hiftory before us furnifhes us with inftances fo 
very fhocking, as no good Chriftian could bear 
to read, were it not expedient to know them, 
in order to deteft them. I have no intention 
to draw an exact parallel between the prefent, 
and former Arians, who were guilty of fuch 
barbarities and villanies, as none among us offer 
to juftify, or excufe. But it is no breach of 
charity, to charge them with imitating their 
predeceffors in many unjuftifiable methods, and 
holding opinions deftructive of common pro 
bity, and inconfiftent with the fafety of any 
Government, either in Church, or State. 


In order to form a right notion of the re- 
femblance between the ancient and modern Ari-= 
ans, in refpect to their methods of preferving 
their preferments, and {upporting their opinions 
againft the eftablifh’d Religion, we muft look 
back to fome remarkable paflages of our hi- 
{tory. 


After Arius’s herefy had been condemned by 
a publick Council, Mazmbourg gives this account 
of his behaviour. 

Alexander having been inform’d of all the 
diforders which Arius occafion’d by his cabals 
in Alexandria, in Egypt, in Lhebais, and Lybia, 
he made fuch diligent fearch for him every 
where, that he was at laft obliged to fly and 
make his efcape into Palefiiue, amongtt iw 
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chief of his difciples, whom he had appointed 
to mect there. He was no fooner arriv’d, than 
by himfelf and his friends, who were fent all 
about, he implored the protection of the Bi- 
fhops, thofe efpecially whom Eu/febius of Nico- 
media had already difpofed to receive him ; and 
{co great was his fuccefs, that in a little time he 
gained over to his intereft Eufebius of Cefarea, 
Patrophilus of Sythopolis, Paulinus of Tyre, and 
a great many others, whom the favour of Ez- 
febius of Nicomedia had no lefs iufluenced, than 
the artifice and flattery of Arius himfelt, who 
at length prefented them a petition for leave to 
hold affemblies, and there publickly to teach his 
doctrine. They being in the fecret with him, 
having affembled together all the Bifhops that 
they could, granted him (in a fort of Synod) 
communion with them, and the leave which he 
defired, ordering him neverthelefs (as they had 
cunningly concerted it with him) to do his ut- 
moft to reconcile himfelf to his Bifhop, that he 
might be received again into his favour, and 
reftored to his church. Upon this, he wrote 
to his protector Eu/ebius, with a great deal of 
infolence, (giving him an account of his nego- 
tiation) that all the Eafern Bifhops held the 
fame dottrine that he taught ; and that for that 
reafon, Alexander had excommunicated them 
equally with him. 

Nay, this was not all ; for having fettled his 
party in Palefiine, where they openly preach’d 
his opinions, he went himfelf to Court, where 
Eufebius was already grown very confiderable, 
in order to concert meafures with him, that 
they might proceed jointly together, after fo 
favourable a beginning. Ex/ebius immediately 
introduced him to the Emprefs Conflantia, who 
Ta was 
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was fifter to Conftantine, and wife to Licinius, 
as a very extraordinary man ; and he by his Ay- 
pocri/y and flattery knew fo well how to gain 
that Princefs, who was already difpofed by Eu- 


febius to receive his poyfonous tenets ; that fhe 


undertook his defence, looking upon it as that 
of Truth itfelf unjuftly perfecuted : So that as 
the Serpent, in order to beguile Adam, firft fe- 
duced Eve ; this arch-heretick, who (as S. E- 
pipbanius fays)) had the fubtilty of a ferpent, in 
order to impofe upon the world with the greater 
eafe, began after the fame manner with cor- 
rupting the faith of the fifter of his Prince and 
mafter. And certainly, as it is an eftablifhed 
order in Nature, that things are preferved only 
by the fame principles from which they had their 
being ; fo has it always been feen, (by a difor- 
der unfortunately regular in evil,) that the firft 
talfhood being brought into the world by a wo- 
man, it is feldom fupported in herefies, which 
are the confequences of it, but by the affiftance 
of fome of that fex, and even of Princeffes 
themfelves, who not having fufficient under- 
{ftanding or capacity for the difcovering of cr- 
yor, yet have neverthelefs obftinacy and pre- 
fumption more than fuffcient to fupport it. 


After Arius was banifh’d by the Emperor, he 
and his two chief difciples, Euzoius and Achil- 
las, pretended to return to the Faith, and to be 
perfectly undeceived, begging pardon of the 
Council, and humbly intreating the Fathers to 
admit them into their prefence, protefing that 
they were very ready to fatisfy them, and to 
fubmit to them in every thing, without ex- 
ception. The Council, imitating the goodnefs 
of him whom they reprefented, and who defi- 
reth 
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reth not the death of a finner, but rather that 
he fhould be converted and live, received their 
requeft gracioufly, and caufed them to be cal- 
led into the affembly ; where, after having gi- 
ven fatisfaétion in every thing that was asked 
them, and publickly abjured their herefy, they 
were re-eftablifhed in the exercife of their mi- 
nifterial office, upon condition neverthelefs not 
to return any more to Alexandria, where the 
had been the occafion of fo much diforder. The 
two African Bifhops, Zheonas of Marmorica, 
and Secundus of Ptolemais, who blindly follow- 
ed Arius, and were the firft that were feduced 
by him, followed his example, and received the 
like favour. 

This laft ftroke quite confounded Eufebius ; 
he found himfelf reduced to the laft extremity, 
being left almoft alone, and forfaken by every 
body, except only one Bifhop, who was Zheog- 
nis of Nice, who always followed his fortune. 
He knew very well that Conftantine’s order was 
going to be put in execution againft him ; and 
fince he could not bring himfelf to a refolution 
of quitting the Court, which he was paffionate- 
ly tond of, nor of lofing fo good a Bifhoprick, 
which he had purchafed by more than one 
crime ; he at length chofe rather to debafe and 
humble himfelf for the prefent, in order to pre- 
ferve himfelf in his poft, where he might eafily 
find an opportunity of rifing again. 


This Eufebius of Nicomedia, who knew that 
the greateft part of his friends, efpecially Arius, 
had, as well as himfelf, only figned the Nicene 
Confeffion out of complaifance, or fear, having 
affembled them together, found no difficulty to 
_bring them to their former difpofition, and — 
them 
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them refolve never to quit their former enter- 
prize. 

All that remained, was to confider by what 
means they fhould accomplifh ic; fo that after 
having well confider’d the matter, they refolved 
upon thefe four things: Firft, That it was ne- 
ceffary to diffemble with Confiantine, whofe un- 
fhaken fteadinefs in the Faith they were not un- 
acquainted with ; and that in expectation of a 
more favourable opportunity, they fhould al- 
ways declare that they ftuck to the decifions of 
the Council. Secondly, That they fhould make 
it their bufinefs to ftrengthen their party, by 
gaining under-hand as many as they could, efpe- 
cially at Court. ‘Thirdly, That they fhould en- 
deavour to ruin thofe who oppofed their de- 
figns ; but efpecially Athanafius, who defended 
Alexander the Patriarch their enemy, and who 
was the moft powerful adverfary that had op- 
pofed them inCouncil. Laftly, That they fhould 
fet all their engines at work, to re-eftablifh A- 
vius in Alexandria, that he might recover the 
credit and intereft which he had there before 
his condemnation, which by that very means 
would appear to be unjuft. 

Thefe things being thus determined, every 
one began to apply himfelf to the particular 
part which he was to act ; but above all, Ex/e- 
bins, who was, as it were, the foul of the party. 
As he was a great Courtier, and upon all occa- 
fions fupported by the favour of the Emprefs 
Conftantia, he eafily recover’d the Emperor’s 
efteem ; who, befides, was yery well fatisfied 
with his having fubmitted to the Council, think- 
ing he had done it heartily and fincerely. He 
afterwards found it no difficult matter to gain 
feveral at Court, whom he drew oyer to him 
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by all manner of artifices, they expecting to 
reap great advantages trom his favour: So that 
having gotten a great number of dependents, 
in whom he could confide, he thought himfelf 
in a condition to put his defign of ruining Atba- 
wafius in execution, and re-eftablifhing Arius at 
the firft opportunity, which then offer’d as fa- 
vourable as could be defir’d. 


Upon the infinuations, and falfe reprefenta- 
tions of Eu/ebius to Conftantine, the Emperor 
orders Arius to be reftor’d to the Church of 4. 
lexandria ; which Athanafius boldly retufing to 
comply with, Arius, in vindication of himfelf, 
prefents a Confeffion of Faith to Conftantine, 
after this infincere manner. He prefented a form 
of Faith, in which he avoided all thofe novel 
expreffions which he had before made ufe of, 
and which plainly difcover’d his blafphemies ; 
and took a great deal of care to have no other 
terms in it, but fuch as were taken from holy 
Scripture, and in their natural and literal fenfe 
exprefs’d the Catholick doétrine, but in their 
figurative fenfe, which was his own, might be 
attributed to a Creature, as he would have the 
Word believed to be. 

The Emperor having again entertained a fu- 
fpicion that Arius did not fincerely hold the 
doétrine of the Council of Nice, and that he 
deceived him in the Confeffion of Faith which 
he deliver’d to him ; Eu/ebius told him, ‘‘ That 
“* he muft not ftick at ufing the word Con/ub- 
** flantial : that they muft go thro’ with their 
“¢ diffimulation, and bcldly fign the form of 
** the Council, even with that word in it, re- 
** ferving to themfelves the explanation of it 
** till another time ; or to find out immediately 
| ‘* fome 
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<¢ fome equivocation, which might give room 
*¢ for their difowning it with honour after- 
“* wards.” Arius accordingly went to the Em- 
peror, and with feeming joy figned the form 
of the Council, to the great furprize of Con- 
fiantine. But that nothing might be wanting 
to fecure fo important an affair, the Emperor 
obliged him to /wear that he /ub/crib’d fincerely, 
without any difguize, refirittion, or mental refer- 
vation. 

But Arius, who had forefeen that he muft 
come to this, had taken precautions againft 
that oath, by an artifice, that made his perjury 
ftill more criminal. For we are * told, that 
when he went to the Palace, he carried a form 
of Faith, conceal’d in his bofom, which he had 
figned, containing his impious do¢trine ; and 
fo {wore that he believed 7¢ (not that form of 
Faith which he figned, and prefented to Con- 
flantine) moft fincerely and heartily ; thereby 
eluding the intentions of the Emperor. 


Such was the conduct of Arius, and his par- 
ty. And as it is the bufinefs of hiftory, to 
teach mankind wifdom by the experience of 
former ages ; we fhall beft apply the hiftory be- 
fore us to its proper ufes, by obferving how 
the fame caufes regularly produce the fame ef- 
fects ; how thofe who hold the principles, 
which have been the fource of fo much mif- 
chief heretofore, will be guilty of the fame 
prevarications upon the like occafions. For the 
truth of this, we may appeal to the publick 
critings and /ubfcriptions of the prefent <Ari- 
ans. iibiguous terms, Scriptural phrafes ufed 


* Socrat. ly. c. 25 
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in an unfcriptural fenfe ; fubtil diftinétions, and 
an evafive compliance with fuch publick Te#s 
as were thought a proper fecurity to the Com- 
munity ; all thefe methods have been ufed, and 
are ftill ufed amongft us. 

In their writings they exprefs themfelves in 
terms plain enough to infinuate their meaning, 
and propagate their principles ; yet fo ambigu- 
ous, that they can efcape publick cenfure, by 
fheltering themfelves under the dark cover of 
doubtful expreffions. They would {mile at the 
weaknefs of any Reader, if he did not fee thro’ 
their difguizes ; and yet complain loudly of in- 
juftice, whenever their true meaning is under- 
ftood, and fix’d upon them. 


The fame liberty has been taken with the 
Articles of our Church, the defign of which is 
eluded by the affiftance of a private, referved 
interpretation, in oppofition to the publick, att- 
thorized meaning of the words. And this de- 
ceitful manner of fubfcribing to our Articles, 
is not only practifed, after the example of thofe 
Arians which Maimbourg has written the hi- 
{tory of, but juftified in profefs’d Treatifes upon 
the * fubjedt. 

We have had no inftances of perjury, be- 
caufe our Church has not requir’d a declara- 
tion of our belief upon Oath : But if it be law- 
ful to impofe upon the Society by mental refer- 
vations in our Subfcriptions, without incurring 
the crimes of diffimulation and common bonefty, 
the practice is equally innocent in the cafe of 
Oaths ; and the State as well as the Church 


* See the Controverfy between the late Dr. Clarke and 
Dr. Waterland, concerning Subfcriptions. 
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muft lofe that fecurity, without which neither 
Government, nor private property can fub- 
fift. 

Our hittorian obferves, in general, of the A- 
vians, that they never made any fcruple of a 
falfoood, when it was likely to ferve their pur- 

fes tor atime, tho’ it were afterwards difco- 
verd: Becaufe, before the difcovery could be 
made, which is feldom done without a great 
deal of trouble, they always gain’d over many 
to their defign ; who being once prepoffefs’d, 
were not eafily undeceived again. This he fhews 
to have been often the cafe, even with that 
wife and good Prince Conftantine himfelf, whom 
they impofed upon by their falfe reprefenta- 
tions, and unjuft accufations of St. Athanafius, 
the great defender of the Chriftian Faith, in 
order to ruin his intereft at Court. They had 
always cunning enough to znvent proper cir 
cumftances, that might give a {pecious fhew of 
truth to their charges ; and their great appear- 
ance of piety, and profeffions of moderation, 
gave a fanction to their énveutions. ‘They ac- 
cufed Athanafius of caufing difturbances at 4- 
lexandria ; of making unlawful and exorbitant 
exactions upon the people ; of facrilege, and 
murther. This laft charge is of a very extra- 
ordinary nature, and will ferve as a f{pecimen 
of the temper and principles of that Set of 
‘men. 


“* The Melitians, and efpecially Zobn their 
Patriarch, being inform’d of Enfebius’s re- 
turn, and having received his orders, began 
their profecutions againft S. Athanafius, \ay- 
ing hold of two matters, which they thought 
66 hap- 
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<< happen’d very favourably. A certain wicked 
«s wretch, whofe name was J/chyras, who, by 
«© an horrible kind of facrilege, had prefumed 
<* to perform the office of a Prieft, and to ce- 
<¢ lebrate the facred Myfteries, tho’ he never 
<¢ received Orders, had thrown himfelf into 
<< their protection, for fear of being punifhed 
<¢ by S. Athanafius, who had order’d Macarius 
<* his Deacon to endeavour to take him : And 
<< almoft, at the fame time, Arfenius, Bifhop of 
<< the Hypfelites, who had hid himfelf upon 
«© account of a great crime which he was guilty 
«© of, put himfelf alfo into their hands, refol- 
<* ving to do whatever they would have him, 
<* in order to be profecuted by them. The firft 
<* of thele they fent to Néccmedia, to confer 
<< with Eu/ebius, who gave him fecret inftru- 
<* ¢tions what he fhould do ; and promifed nos 
‘* only that he fhould be a Prieft, but alfo a 
«© Bifhop, provided he faithfully difcharged his 
‘< promife, by always acting in concert with 
<£ thofe who had fent him ; which he did not 
«< fi] to do at his return. He fpread a report, 
““ as it had been agreed upon between them, 
‘* that the cruel Macarius, whom Athanafius 
‘© had fent to abufe him, finding him fick, al- 
* moft at the laft extremity, had barbaroufly 
“* fallen upon him; and notwithftanding the 
“© wretched condition he was then in, he Would 
** not refrain from beating and abufing him ; 
‘© and that afterwards, venting his fury upon 
‘the moft facred things, he had broken in 
‘© nieces a confecrated chalice, together with 
‘‘ the holy table; and had thrown the facred 
** books into the fire. 

‘< As for Arfenius, after having hid him in 
<< a little monaftery in Thebais, the Prieft or 
6¢ Supe- 
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Superior of which was one of their faction, 
they caufed it to be reported by their emif- 
faries, that Athanafins, who was his enemy, 
had furprized him; and that after having 
kill’d him, he had alfo cut off his hand, to 
make ufe of it in the enchantments which 
he ufually perform’d. There were not want- 
ing witneffes prepared to {wear this againft 
him ; and they produced the hand of a man, 
which they affirm’d was that of Ar/enzus, and 
had been found at Athana/fius’s houfe. And 
altho’ I/chyras, who repented of his crime, 
had given his confeffion in writing before 
witnefles, and declared, that all that he had 
faid was falfe, the Me/itians fent to continue 
the proceedings of both thefe accufations be- 
fore Conftantine. As for the firft, he made 
no account of it, becaufe he had already re- 
jected it, when prefented to him at Nicome- 
dia: But for the fecond, which related to 
the murder of a Bifhop, as he was very much 
concerned at it, he would have it examined 
into very ftrictly ; and for that purpofe gave 
commiffion to his own nephew Dalmatius, 
who was then at Antioch, ordering him to 
execute juftice without mercy, upon all that 
fhould be found guilty of fo great a crime: 
But becaufe he was a Bifhop that was to be 
judged, he joined with him in commiffion 
two Bifhops, Eu/ebias and Theognis, who had 
taken care to exprefs abundance of modera- 
tion, and to keep themfelves quiet in their 
Bifhopricks during this accufation, as if they 
had had no hand in it. 

‘¢ Dalmatius, in order to perform the Em- 
peror’s commands, cited S. Athanafius — 
*© iwer 
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‘© fwer before him to the crime of which he 
<< was accufed. At firft he was under very lit- 
‘© tle concern, depending upon his own inno- 
<¢ cence ; but when he found that it was pref- 
‘< fed home to him, and that Conffantine had 
‘¢ the matter very much at heart, he caufed 
“¢ Arfenius to be fo narrowly fought after, that 
“¢ they, at length, found that he was hid in 
“< that little monaftery in Zhebais, where they 
“<< feized the Superior who had before caufed 
** him to efcape, and a Monk who had con- 
“* ducted him over the Nile. Thefe having 
“¢ been examined by the Governor of Alexan- 
dria, confefs’d the whole villany. It hap- 
pen’d alfo, that a report being heard of his 
“** having efcaped by Sea, thofe who were fent 
** in fearch of him, were fo lucky as to find 
him at Zyre ; where being convicted, and 
** having at laft confefs’d before Pau/, the Bi- 
** fhop of that place, that he was the true /r- 
** fenius, they fecur’d him.” 


74 


cc 


ec 


When the Civil Power was on their fide, the 
moft cruel and inhuman barbarities were inflict- 
ed upon their adverfaries; the greateft difor- 
ders and ravages were committed ; whole Coun- 
tries laid wafte, and Empires overturn’d ; for 
the fake of efablifbing, by force, their errors : 
From whence we may learn what fuch people 
meant, when they were preaching peace and 
unity in the Church, and indulgence from the 
State ; and what would be the confequence, if 
fuch people have power again ? 


Upon the whole ; the Reader will find this 
hiftory full of entertainment, from a variety 
of incidents and events, regularly put together, 
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and agreeably related ; and full of inftru€tion, as 
it gives us an account of the {fpirit and conduét 
of a party, whofe principles and tenets are now 
fubfifting amongft us, and ought to be guarded 
againft, as being fo deftructive to the peace of 
Church and State, as well as oppofite to the ef- 
fential doctrines of Chriftianity. 


But before we conclude this Article, it is ne~ 
ceffary to give the Reader a caution againft the 
bad, as well as to fhew the good, ufes that may 
be made of the hiftory. 

The Publifher’ has obferv’d very rightly, that 
Maimbourg has infinuated frequent objections, 
and brought groundlefs charges, againft the 
Proteftauts. His natural temper was very warm 3; 
but his paffions were fo ftrongly enflamed by his 


zeal for his Religion, that little credit is to be © 


given to his own judgment and authority, when 
he afferts or obferves any thing in favour of 
the Romifb Church, or in prejudice of ours. 


But that the Arians may not take advantage - 


from hence, and reprefent the hiftory as a col- 
le€tion of falfhoods, it muft likewife be confi- 
der’d, That the main feries of Faéts, relating 
to their conduct, is fupported by good autho- 
rities, appeal’d to by the hiftorian,. and agree~ 
able to the concurrent teftimony of anti- 
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ARTICLE XIL 


A Lerrer from Cambridge, to the Au- 
thor of the Republick of Letters. 


ig is a fatisfaction to the Author of thefe Pa- 

pers, to find that he takes notice of fuch 
books as are thought worthy of it. I am obli- 
ged to the Gentleman who fent this Letter ; 
fince he could have no other intention in doing 
it, than to encourage a publick regard to learn- 
ing : And I take this opportunity to return him 
thanks ; hoping, that other Gentlemen in thofe 
learned Bodies, the two Univerfities, will favour 
me with fuch rémarks, as fhall occur to them 
in the courfe of their ftudies. This will be the 
proper way of increafing, and communicating 
ufeful knowledge. 


S IR, 
cc Y ouR notice of Mr. Suckferd’s perform- 


ance, and fo generoufly preparing a 

“© way for the reception of the fecond Volume, 
** Crho’ I doubt not but its own merit wiil be 
** fufficient to recommend it, ) feems altogether 
** worthy of a perfon of judgment, and who 
“< had the trueft notion of what would be fer- 
“* viceable in the prefent Controverfies. Iam 
K 2 ‘* equally 
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equally furprized with you, Sir, that fuch a 
performance fhould have been fo long pafs’d 
by, or at its not having had the publick ap- 
probation of the learned Men in our Nation: 
That people’s prejudices fhould be fo great, 
aS not to encourage a work, that would put 
them into the beft method of dealing with 
our modern Unbelievers. And ’tis ftrange, 
I think, that it is not feen how it would be 
fo. Iam apt to think, that there can be no 
better preparative for the reception of Chri- 
ftianity, than our being well grounded in a 
belief, that the writings of the Old Tefta- 
ment are of divine original. And what bet- 
ter way can be taken to convince our unbe- 
lieving Gentlemen of this truth, than that 
which Mr. Shuckford has taken? what me- 
thod, I fay, better fitted to the tempers and 
difpofitions of thefe Gentlemen, with whom 
heathen Authorities are of fuch weight and 
efficacy ? Could they fee all the fame fats, 
or the greater part of them, attefted, or even 
mention’d by prophane hiftorians ; I know 
not how foon they might embrace Chrifti- 
anity: The tranfition would be eafier and 
quicker, than moft people may imagine. Be- 
lieve me, Sir, notwithftanding it is a thing 
that feems needlefs, (on account of the very 
excellent writings of the feveral Apologifts 
for the authority of the Old Teftament,) yet 
this article meets with a flow reception. *Tis 
not heartily afflented to by many ; and here, 
I am apt to think, lies the great obftacle: I 
am not rightly perfuaded, Iam not fully fa- 
tisfied that thefe Books are of divine origi- 
nal. This, I prefume, is what many think 
within themfelves. Now Mr. Sbuckford’s (I 
66 am 
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am inclin’d to think) is the only way to pro- 
ceed in: (I fpeak, Sir, as ic would be to me, 
and I believe I may fay the fame for many 
others). It can’t be imagin’d how it wiil 
confirm many doubting Gentlemen, to fee 
the Counecttion carried on’, as he defigns ; 
How it will engage their minds to be fettled 
in the belief of this grand point, That the 
Old Teftament is divinely infpir’d. The 
Service’ the late excellent Dean of Norwich 


did this way, is inexpreffible ; and that of 


this Gentleman may be very great, and, I 
doubt not, will be found fo: And I can’t but 
hope to fee it C within a little while) as ea- 
gerly received by Foreigners, as the Dean’s ; 
tho’ I hope our own Nation will be as quick- 
fighted as they, in difcovering its Importance 
and Serviceablenefs. Certainly ’tis a noble 
Defign ; and I wifh that Gentlemen, who 
can’t be fo good-natur’d and candid as to 
like it from the hand of Mr. Shuckford, would 
{till countenance fuch a defign in others, or 
contribute to it themfelves. Tho’ Mr. Shuck- 


ford’s abilities in particular are fcarce (I be- 


lieve) queftionable, I fhould rejoice to fee 
fuch a generoys difpofition in our Nation, 
as to countenance what would be for the 
common good ; tho’ done by perfons, per- 
haps, a little differing in fentiment about 
minuter and lefs important matters. Let not 
the laudable attempt of this ingenious Gen- 
tleman (as he feems to me) be unfavourably 
received ; the extenfivenefs of whofe know- 
ledge in moft branches of Learning feems 
fo great for his years, (being but very young, 
as I am told, ) and whofe intentions feem 

K 3 ix’ 
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‘© fix’d to apply all his parts and learning to the 
‘<< defence of Religion in general, and Chrifti- 
‘«¢ anity in particular. 


lam, SiR, 


Your bumble Servant. 
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ARTICLE XIIL 


Purrosopuicar Tranfattions for the 

Months of O&ober, November aud De- 

—cember, 1729. Printed for W. Innys, 
in St. Paul’s Church-yard, 1730. 


1 E Philofophical Tranfactions, juft publith’d, 
T containing feveral curious and ufeful Ob- 
fervations, it may not be improper to give our 
Readers the Contents of them. 


I. A Letter to Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. Prefi- 
dent of the Royal Society ; containing a geo- 
graphical Defcription and Map of the Kingdom 
of Funis ; with a Poftfcript relating to the Cure 
of Intermittent Fevers in thofe Parts: By the 
Reverend Mr. Zho. Shaw, Chaplain to the Eng- 
lifo Fa€tory at Algier. 


Il. A brief Account of fome of the Effects 
ard Properties of Damps, in a Letter to Wil- 
bias 
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liam Rutty, M. D. R.S. Secr. from Mr. I{aac 
Greenwood, Profeffor of Mathematicks at Cam- 
bridge, New England. 


Ill. A Letter from the King’s Officers at 
Sheerne/s and Chatham, to the Honourable the 
Commiffioners of the Navy ; giving an account 
of what they met with in opening an ancient 
Well near Queenborough in Kent ; Communica- 
ted by Mr. Peter Collfon, F.R.S. on Fanuary 


8, 1729. 


IV. Some Obfervations on the Crane, with 
Improvements on that Machine, by 7. Z: De- 
faguliers, F. R. S. Shewn the Society in Mo- 
dels, but exemplified in the Zran/actions by Fi- 
gures. 


V. Of the Meteor call’d the Ignis fatuus, from 
Obfervations made in England, by the Reverend 
Mr. W. Derbam, F. R.S. and others in Italy ; 


Communicated by Sir Zlomas Dereham, Bart. 
F.R.S. 


VI. Due Obfervationes Eclipfis Lune Totalis, 
notte fequente diem 28 Juli) 1729. S. V. Commu- 
nicante C/. Thoma Dereham, Bart. 8 R.S. S. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 


Another Lertrer to the Author. 


BE"s willing to encourage our Correfpon- 

dents, we take the firft opportunity to pub- 
lifh the following Lines, with the Letter pre- 
fix'd, 


SIR, 


cc ete inclofed’, on a Rump of Beef, tho’ 

written fome time fince at Court, in 
** Anfwer to the Qu. of a Perfon of Diftin- 
“* tion, by an unknown hand, may poflibly 
“* deferve a place in one of your Monthly pa- 


°* pers. I am told Bucerie¢ is ufed by Lucre- 
«Cc . 
tius. 


Iam, &c. 





In laudem ingentis Tergi, pinguifq, Bovine. 


Bubulus Hofpitibus qui jam imminet ifte Coloffus 
Pyramidum f{uperans aggere Carnis opus, 

Cur Decus is prima, & veneranda Superbia men[e 
Dicitur a noftris Civibus effey rogas ? 


2 Cc B- 
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Contudit AD Montes Gals mala gramina 


| paftos, | i | t 


Tradidit &§ Bavaros vermibus ille cibus, | 


Hius aufpiciis benc fat Res noftra, vigetque, Lie [ 
Et late imperium terminat ANNA fuum: | 

Ipfam mole gravi Ripant immania membra 
Attitium, €& magne juffu morautur Here. 


Omnibus * abdomen prope par: idem ardor e- 
| dendi - hab} 





Tergite Caruivori, Carnifice(q; boni ! 
Vifcera Taurorum vefcuntur ut airia circum! 
Quamgq; indefeffo tergora dente metunt ! 
Pettus opimum ollis, capita ardua, plurima cer- 
[vix, 
Pendulaque, immenjfis luxuriatg; toris : ia 
Vadunt ceu Quercus, aut conitere Cypariffi : ii | 
Vel laterum objettu tela inimica fugant. i] ! 
Hinc, nos bucerios merito celebramus bonores ; | 
Hine, fulcrum, ac Menfe gloria prima venit. | 
Cedant cervus, anas, €&8 adorea liba placente: 1h 
Cedant ambrofie fercula facra dapes ; i 
Anglica belligero mage convenit Efca Gradivo, 
Digne alat etherium, € cum tonat una fovem 


CG: & R. & hal 


* The Q. Fatlings. 
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ARTICLE XV. 


STATE of Learning. 


LONDON. 
i laft Journals de Scavaus and de Tre- 


voux not being yet come to hand, we 
are obliged to defer our Account of the State 
of Learning Abroad till our next ; wherein the 
Reader may expect a particular Survey. 


I. There is juft publifh’d here, the Atlas Ca- 
deftis of the late Reverend Mr. Flamftead, his 
Majefty’s Aftronomer at the Royal Obfervatory 
at Greenwich: Containing, in 25 Charts, all 
the Conftellations vifible in our Hemifphere ; 
each Chart being 25 inches in length, and zo 
in breadth, and conftructed after a new Method 
of his own; wherein the ancient Figures are 
reftored, and the Stars laid down from his own 
corrected Catalogue. ‘Together with two large 
Planifpheres of the Northern and Southern Con- 
ftellations. Sold by Mr. Iunys, in St. Paul’s 
Church-yard ; and Mr. Brindley, in New Bond- 
ftreet. 


II. Here is alfo printed, Lufus Weftmonafte- 
vienfis, five Epigrammatum €9 Poematum mino- 
tit 





















Art. 15. the Republick of Letters: 1§5 


rum Delectus ; being a Colle&ion of Epigrams, 
Declamations, Verfes, Prologues and Epilogues, 
{peken occafionally by the Weftminfier Scholars. 
To be had only of the Editor, R. Prior, at his 
Houfe in Cowley-ftreet, Weftmiufter. Price ttitch’d 
Six Shillings. 

A few are printed for the Curious on Royal 
Paper, at One Guinea each, neatly bound and 


gilt. 


ehsubstoatoubsatsstratrebratoatootoubsatrokert: 
CaP iege fs yD. gO RiA goIgDi ye, sepigeege 


WE fhall continue to diverfify the Subjects, 

as much as the Republick will admit of, 
without defcending to fuch trifling pieces, as 
are below the notice of the learned and curi- 
ous; or to fuch loofe books, as ought not to 
be publifh’d at all in any civilized Nation. 


As this is an Undertaking fo laudable in its 
intention, we promife ourfelves the countenance 
of fuch as are friends to Learning and Litera- 
ture: And as it is fo extenfive in its kind, we 
may reafonably defire the affiftance of men of 
leifure and ability. It is our bufinefs to give 
fome account of a// forts of books ; to draw up 
a hort abfirat?t of them, whenever the fubject- 
matter fhall feem to make fuch a method pro- 
per, and the fize of the book will admit of 
it ; 

In other cafes, to give fome account of an 
Author’s defign, and manner of writing ; 

Sometimes to point out the particular Leazties, 
or defetts of writers ; 


Or 
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Or to give more general ftrittures, or thort 


. differtations upon the points of importance, or 


curiofity, as their writings fhall give occafion. 


* This is a defign, we apprehend, very u/eful 
and entertaining to all forts of perfons that con- 
verfe with books: But we need not be afhamed 
to own, withal, that it requires the concurrence 
of perfons in every branch of Learning, to 
make it effe€tual to the purpofes intended by it : 
and every Scholar has it in his power to contri- 
bute his affiftance, without much trouble to 
himfelf, or any interruption to his ftudies, by 
fending to the Author of this Paper materials 
upon fuch fubjeéts as his particular profeffion, or 
particular genius and inclination, fhall lead him 
to read upon. 





